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ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROVINCE “33 PROU, 
FOR 1855-56. 





1, Iris intended, in the present Repest,. to give an account of the Adminiaimtion 
of tlw Province of Pegu, in ite. sevaral branches, daring the yeer 
1855, ond as regards tho Reveane extending up to the 30th April 
1856. Before proceeding to do ao, it appears proper to give a rapid sketch of the phy- 
sical aspect of the country and of ite inlabitanta, and to notice the i ie tenar of events 
therein, preceding the penne erobrnced in the we et 

2. The country of. the Lower sn Centzal Israwaddy, srbich was ancexed to the 
British Indian Empire in “December 18% 2, contains about 32,250 
square miles It extends from the eee,’ on the Boath, tea line 
dvawn along the paralle! of 19° N. Lat, from the Armaan wonntains on the Wess 
as far East ag the hills bordering the River Salwoen. This tract comprised the ancient 
Kingdom of Pegu, to which hsve been added the districta extending for 60 miles 
beyond Prome, ard the conan) welered et the ae River aod ite tributaries _ 


Preamble. . 


Area and bouadarics. 


gs 


3. The Province now. to be deuaribead is sith in the valloyy of two'rivers, the 
Israwaddy and the Sitang, These Gow in a general direction 
towards the South. Theis wmileys are bonnded, on ‘either ade, Ly 
mountain rangea) The range on the’ Weet of the: Imrswaddy::s that which ccpurates 
Arracan from Barmah. Ite extreme-altitade is from three tofoar thoumnd feet That 
on the East mina midway between ‘the Irremeaddy ead Giteng Rivevs, ‘and hasan eltiteds 


Physical aspect. 


not exceeding 1,500 feat... [tis the waterahed, frum: whens tribotery diratms: bux: Eat a 
and West, inta the two main gives. ~::\On the slopm of shis-camire) mage the Geest Teals dis 
forests are aitaated.- It is ganamnl)ly- called, by the. Buruigs,:' Foam, maming beck-bese SE 


or main range. On tho East of.the Sitang, the fixet range of fille, termbd Poungloung, . 
\2 to 15 miles distant. fromthe river, has a height of from 1,500 to 2.060 fect: From: rrak 
thence, aa far East as the Selween River, ‘s a eicmemion of mountain tanyges,. the Bais 


highest of which is 8,000 fest above the sea The whole of theso mountains are covered 
with fine timber-treee, well anes for iRise sad general parpass ane 


Pad 


4, The delta of the Irrawaddy i is sasarioalaa by numerous salt-water oaks which os | 










sil wa phe aan 
vith a dake purse gatcben wich pork Napisicg 3 
returns a hundred-fold. In the upper portions of, the Phe 


PAE 


“wn 


a4 
re 


a oa matey 
a 





( 2) 


Y et even there, it is bouutiful, and though the seasons are not so certain, nov the rein so. 
abundant, as near the we-coat, the husbandman is not dependant on one cereal, vis, 
rice, but can raise a great variety of crope. 


oe 5. The people who inhabit the country above indicated 
oa id consist principally of three tribes, belonging to the Mongolian rave. 
There are :— 
1. The Burman. 3. Karen.® 
2 Talsing. 


These peopie have, no doubt, emigrated, in a remote period, from the great plateas of 
Central Asia, and following the courses of the Salween and other great rivers, through the 
Chinese Province cf Yumiin, have reached the Irrawaddy by the branch which Hows fror: 
that country. 


6. The first is the dominant race, which has held possession of Pegu for nearly » 
century. The conquest of Pegu by Alumpra, the founder of the 
present royal family of Burmah, waa going on just about the time 
of the battle of Plassey. The original Southern Jimita of the Burman people may be eet 
down about Prome, but the Burmans have now become either psf or nominally the 
mase of the population far South of that limit. 


The Burmar... 


~s= 


The Talaing race bas probably inhabited the lower course of the fevcseadiy 
cantina from a very remote period. There is no other race now extant, 

which can be looked upon as anterior to it in paxsemion of the 
deita. To the eye of a atranger, these people are not distinguishable frora the Burmans. 


s. The Karens, divided into two great tribes, are now spread over tha whole delta. 
Se. apd are industrious agriculturista Their arrival in the lower 
Irraw: dy is no doubt comparatively a recent event. In:the © 
Northern portions of the Province, they inhabit the hills, whole clans residing together ii’ — 
ove long barrack-like shed. In the mountains, East of the Sitang River, are éribes closely 
allied to these, and called Karen by the Burmese, who appear to be aboriginal. € 
them nearest to the plains, thongh rude, are simple, truthful, and confiding in the 


Government. Those more remote live a life of savage independence, abd, with tw 
suspiciousness of savages, desire to have little or no intercourse with strangers eS 












SY tetht - 
9. There are a few other tribes in the Proving, but ide 
Khyens. mere stragglers from elsewhere, it is not necummey 9.) 
aa than mention their names. They are:— 
wie + m 
). Khyena 3. Shans ms é 
2. ings. ~ » wae? jie el > 
er 
* Of these oames, Burman ie the angliciend form of the uational term Myam-me, sey 
Ba-cot. or Byzm-o. Talaing is the Barmas tarie for the people who call stor 
mash netne for the people who cal! themselves: > Pe-ploag, both of which terms 
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The Khyens are 4 numerous race in the Arracan mountains, wheré.many of their 
clans are independent. The term Zabaing refers rather to an occupstion then .the dis- 
tinctive name of a race. The people so called are breeders of silk-worme in the: hill 
districta. The term is probably a Shan word, applied to those who first introduosd the 
worms from the Eastward, and the meaning of it is not now understood. The Shans are 
emigrants from the country of Laos, who'have settied down in various parts of the country 
in arall partics. All the tribes enumerated belong to the Indo-Chineso family, 


10. The Burmese language belongs to the monosyllabic class, and is probably allied 
Language and Reli- 0 the Thibetan The alphabet, with which it is written, is derived 
gion. Burmese. from the ancient Pali, and has probably been introduced through 
Ceylon It is evident that the Burmese received a knowledge of letters vith their reli- 
gion from Indian Budhist Missionaries. 


The Talaing or Mon language, though of the aume general class as the Burmep, 

= uit differs considerably from it, as much probably as English does from 

high German. It approaches, I believe, nearer to the Karen 

language. Be Ween Na ee fen, Sema me et ae 
specific differences aes 


The Karen language is divided into numerous ‘ialects, which vary so much from 

Lee each other, that a Karon of the South requires some coatinosd 

. intercourse to understand the tribes called Karen inhabiting the 

lulls beyond the Sitang River. The Karen language was not a written one, until about 

twenty years ago, when a modification of the Burmese alphabet was aslapted to it by the 

American Baptist Missionaries. Since then, thousands of that people have learnt to read 
their own tonwue. 


11. hho-catsal vintolaje of Chutebban eosseeeidlogneiie. tie upenk ta sau Boas 
Raligion, Pegu, is 10,322 persons These, with their families, make a 
LenrerutoChristianity. probable number of 50,000 souls under instruction, or Christiz 
influence. These are Protestants. The Catholic Missionaries have probably one thoumad 
converte. Those of the Karens, who reside amongst the Burmese and Talaings in the 
delta of the Irrawaddy, have generally become Budhists, while those living amidst the 
hills, like all the bill tribes of Indo-Chinese race, worship the spirita of the mountains 
and the streams, by offerings of food and flowers, by feasting and revelry, The regular 
athe periods of worship, when whole tribes unite in a demonstration, are 
culy observed at seed-time and harvest, The ea 

Zabaings and Shans are Budhists of the Atheistic School 


Divulos of Ferre into 12 Se ae ee 
Ret haa been divided into six distil, the relative extent of which i 


as follows :— 


Henzada 








(ra) 


18 Under the Burmese Government, these districts oonsisted of uumerous petty 

‘tow divided under jurisdictions, gnperintended by officers of various dencminations 

Burmese Government. and powers. In most of then, different systerns of administration 
prevailed. 


In some, the power was confided to officers having the rank of Governors of 
Provinces. In others, it was held by Myo-woons, officers of the 
second grate, and in many others, by Myo-thoogyees, or functica- 
aries of the third rank of local officials. ‘ All officers in charge of districte had the 
power of fife and death. The policy of the Court of Ava generally appears to have beee 
to divide authority as much as possible, Its great object was to guard against coasp- 
racies and insurrections. The number of petty local officers, scattered through the 
country,-—the Government having a representative Goung or Conatrble in hearly every 

Local authority of the hamlet,—was enormous, With all these, however, the power of the 
Ava Government weak. Government, in the intcrior, was weak. The authority of the Myo- 
thoogyees was continually beiug disputed, and resisted, by the heads of circles, who, 
geuerally, however, managed to make their peace by presents at the capital. 


Local officers. 


14. In arranging the affairs of a country where, from any cause, the ordinary status 

of society has been disturbed, it is evident that the fi-st care 
Protection of life and , : : . : 

property firet previded . should be to provide pretection to life and property. It is there 


= fore proposed first to report upon the measures taken to effect 
that object, and then to show the result which has been olstained. 


15, In order to view aright the present condition of the Province, as shown in the 


Past state of crime in statistics of crime, it will Le necessary to glance at the circam- 
aa stances of the past. 


16. Under the Burmese rule, the Governors of large and important districts, hike 
Caste those of Rangoon and Bassein, and of secondary districts, as Prome 
offccre in criminal Proper and Tounvoo, and ever ti.c Alyu-tivegyees or efficers ul 
Gh the third class in charge of small districts, had the power of life 
and death. The exercise of this power, for the public good, however, was very capricious 
The subordinate officers of the interior, generally, and even the Governors of dis- 
tricta themselves, frequently, were in league with robbers ; they afforded them protection, 
retained them as bravos, and received a share of the plunder. Namerous criminal trials 
and the universal report of the people, have shown that thie was a general practice. It 


bas heen found difficult to eradicate thia vicious propensity among the native officials, if 
indeed it is, yet, altogetier eradicated. 


17. After Rangoon and Bassein fell to the Reitish arms in April 1852, the lower 
n part of the couutry became a prey to anarchy. The British Troops 
nie of the country jer : : 
after the capture of Ran- were, necessarily, kept within the sea-port towna In the intertor, 
a numerous bandit chiefs set up a pseudo-independent saathonty. 
A kind of civil war was carried on between different parties. On the one side were 
those who took refuge, as near as possible, to the British Guna. or who supplied provisions 
to the camp-followers, aud on the other, those who remained adverse to the invaders, 
v:ho looked to plunder for profit. The same contest was continued when the force moved 
up the river, to Prome in October 1853. Towns, on the banks of the Irrawaddy, where 
provisions or fupl had been sipplied to the Flotilla steamers, were attacked, and the 
inhabitants driven off son 


eS a 


: 


c 
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18. Inthe Donabaw district, a man, named Myat-Toon, who was the hereditary 
Myat-Toon, im Hona- Thoogyee of @ emall circle, drove off thousands of people and cat- 
*, tle from their homes, and established himeelf in a position, 20 
miles from the nver bank, strong from being situated amidst swampe and thick idem 
After Myat-Tovn had driven back a force under Captain Loch, of the Royal Navy, who 

— as was killed in the attack, a column of 700 men, with guns, under 
dict General Sir Jobn the command of Brigadier General Sir John Cheape, K. C. B,, was 
Cheape, K. C. B. required to drive him from his position. This man bad, more than 
auce, been treated as a rebel by the Burmese Government, and felt uncertain of his 
reception by them. Having once taken the course he did, he also feared to treat with 
the British, but adroitly managed to make his peace with the Court of Ava, after the 
Revolution which established the present King on the thrune. 


19. The Bassein district was cleared of the remnant of Buimese troops, and of 
numerous marauders, by the gallant exertion of Major A. Fytche at 
the head of levies of Burmese and Karena, The nucleus and heart 
of this force was a party of seamen of the Steam Frigate Zenolza, under Commander 
Rennie, of the Indian Navy. By the beginning of March 1858, the lower districts were 
freed from the large marauding parties, which hitherto had occupied them, aud nothing 
Lut straggling bands of robbera remained. 


Diacrict of Raascin. 


20. Only one who has traversed the delta of the Irrawaddy cau adequately appre- 
| ciate the difficulty of accomplishing this work. The country is a 
Difficulty of operations 
in the delta of the Irrn- net-work of creeks, which though they afford a ready means of 
ash access by water toa given puiut, yet present serivuus impediments 
as 8ovn as a force lands and commences to march. 


e 21. These difficulties were overcome, and the lower part of the 
ne country was thoroaghly tranquillized, during the spring of 1853. 


92, In the North, affnirs were still unsettled. Not until April of that year, did the 
State of the Northerg Burmese Woongyee appear at Prome to negotiate a treaty of peace 
peel he a with the British Comminsioner, Up to that time, the people 
doubted whetier the country would be restored to the Burmese or 
ee a not. Subsequently, rumours were rife of anoiher war. In order to 
manifest the effect this uncertainty had on the minds of the peopl, it must be mentioned 
hat, at the close of the war of 1824 and 1825-26, when Pegu was evacuated, those of the 
natives of rank, who had entered the Enitish Service, or been active in affording wanstance 
to the Army, were not only deprived of their offices and estates by the Burmese Govern- 
ment, but geome of them were put to death on various pretencea The abandonment of 
Best the country, after it waa supposed that pledges for retaining it bad 

ct on the people of te ; 
wi: former sbnoduument been given by the British Government, sank deep into the heasts of 
oa the people. It was remembering this event, that many of the 
issding men in the Northera portion of the Province now etood aloof froin the British 
functionaries, This feeling continued throughout tle year 1858, and until the eerly part 


of 1854. 


23. Others, men of violence, who were provoked that the days of impanity to ref- 
bg fianism were past, and who viewed with hatred the adoption of 
jeer ter” measures to promote peste and order, were sctively hostile to the 





; (i ; 


British Government The energy and activity of Captain Thomas Latter, Deputy Com 
missioner of Prome, found ampie employment in that district, aud he Gnally fell a vicum 
to a dark conspiracy, formed by those who dreaded the measures he was adopting & 
punish their crimes. 


24. The wild district of Tharrawaddy, which stretches for 80 miles in length, in the 

Distriet of Tharrawai. "et bank of the Irrawaddy, became the scene of a protracted armed 

dy. resistanca, This was organized by bandit chiefs. who were jomed 
by all that longed for plunder, and by many who were forced te join through fear. 


25. This notorious district, having hills and dense foresta ou its Eastern berda, 
Pan state of Tharra- Wich shelter the turbulent had for years past been disturbed Ht 

y- was frequently in rebellion agninst the Burmese Government, and 
the disturbances were, in some instances, prohably fostered by tue Prince who held the dis- 
trict, and from which ho took his title He had, no dowbt, for some yeara, meditated the 
Revolution, which he carried out in 1839, when he dethroned his bruther, and to effect 
which he kept a number of desperato men in his interest. 


26. Soon after the commencement of the late war, one of the local Burmese officars, 
And at the time of the amed Goung Gyee, refused or neglected to paya quote of tax, aad 
late war, Guung Gyco. = tq gupply produce which was demanded of him. This man was the 
ie Meee bi hereditary Thoogyee of a circle, but had been deposed, and a rela 
8 previous history, F é 2 

tion of his was appointed to the office. Goung Gyee, about a year 
before the war, forcibly expelled his relative, and, during the rains of 1852, he even 
attacked the Burinese Guvernor of the district, who had returned after the fall of Ran- 

goon, with very few men remaining of the contingent he took there. 


27. A detachment from the Burmese Army, thea encamped near Prome, was sent | 
Inclined to resiat tho 88ainst Goung Gyee, but he managed to avoid it arly in 1868, 
uc amen he refused to attend to a summons from Captain J. Smith, then ta 


charge of the district, and being, afterwards, secretly encouraged from the oe domi- 
vious, he, for a long time, ape the country disturbed, 


28. By dint of terror, inspired by ruthless cruelties to those of his countrymen, 
Braceelisis duriug 1869 Who accepted service from the British Government, he deterred 
and 1864 many from submitting, and even from supplying information regatd- 
ing bis movements. Their villages were attacked, plundered, and burnt, their, wives and 


children driven off into the mountains, and the men forced to decide between joining 
bim and death. 


29. At length he was deserted by all but a small band of devoted followers, and to 
Flies beyond the fron. V0id capture by the parties of troops and levies of the people, 
tier. directed by Captains D’Oyley and Brown, who vigorously pursed 
him, he abandoned his native district and fled, Favored by the. pathless forests edjoin- 
ing the hills, into which he plunged, he escaped into the Burmese territory, in hg sory 
Listrict dace quiet, PAPE Of 1855. Since then the district of Tharrawaddy hae bad rest 
under the conciliatory, but firm, administration Wi a 


30. The rt ofthe Drvine, wih dhe epi oe significant attom to 
raise an jasurrection. has enjoyed profound quiet. = ofan Fay oP at 
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31. From the disturbed state of the country, during the rains of 185% the sowings 
Scarcity of food in Of the only grain crop in Pegu were almost antirely neglected. 
1885. A similar cessation of agriculture occurred during 1858, in the 
extensive district of Tharraweddy, and in most parts of the district of Prune. The con- 
sequence was that, during the eummer and o part of the autumn of the latter year, a 
great scarcity of food prevailed, which, coupled with other existing causes, thet kare 
Violent crime gene- been narrated, gave a fearful impetus to. crima Murdere for a 
ruliy prevalent. few handasful of rice became common, and the etate of many parte 
of the country appeared, and really was, for the time, beyond remedy. 


32. At the stations where the scarcity was greatest, as Prome and Padoung, the 
Vicamures for relict English officers formed a fund for relioving the starving popu- 
from funine. lation, who flocked in thera from the neighboring country. Rice 
for distribution was also seut from Rangoon. This did much to mitizate the distress, and 
by the end of the autumn, when ths early barvest of the delta had commenced, the 
fainine-strickea people once more revived. 


Meaanres adupted to 33. The measures takon to establish order, in the severa} 
cetablish order, districts, were as follows. ) 


34. The ancient territorial divisic..s of the country were generally preserved. Tho 
Territuriul divisions tage v diztricts of Baasein and Rangoon consisted mainly of several) 
ory AAT townships. Each of these was formerly placed under an officer 
Local effivcra nndertho baving cousiderable powers of jurisdiction, and the whole were con- 
Piprse Suva. trollud by one Governor. Under the Burmese Government, the 
officers of townships were styled Myo-thoogyec, when these offices were hereaitary ; 
Myo-oke, or Taik-uke, when appointed temporarily ; and Painen (steeraman,) when they 
were commanders of the royal war boata, and held the territorial appomtmeut in virtue 


©. 


of that position. 


33. The districts in the uppor part of the couotry, on the Irrawsddy, wera froqueotly 
Dwirnts in Upper all, and under officers whio, (bough not of high rank, yet com- 
he municated direct with the Ava Government. These were now 
iserporated together in two moderately sized districts, called Prome and Heazeda, from 
‘heir principal towns in thcio. The small districts of the former rule were,made to 
constitute townsbips of these districts. Tharrawaddy was furmed into a eopasate district, 
with one amnali township added. 


36. Each township ‘was. placed under a Burmese officer, ae. seh teas 
Local ofcers appoint. Myo-oke, and be was entrusted with moderate J Fiscal, 


ed under the : Go and Police. powers, Immediate] below the Myo-oke were the 


a ete + et ay 













tn Thoogyees, or Revenue and Police Officers, placed over circles, a 
A each circle containing sé¥eral village tracts. These oficera hold as 
aye the same general position which they had under the Burmese rule, 


In the Northern part of the Province, they were generally hereditary, . The area of hoe 
their jurisdiction varies from 3 or 4, to 20 square . miles, Iin<hen: mat “yet been — - ae 
possible to establish an uniformity in, the size of these circles, since regardiwes neces satel 

had to existing individual rights. In the upper portiog of the Provins Tho 
received two peons, Subordinate ‘ta'the - vagyer ¥ app 
had) These officers existed under the Burmese SIGS5Re 
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were placed at the caprice of each Thoogyee, or other officer, wherover a new hanle 
sprang up, or a few families congregated 


87. They have now been appointed over, on the averaga, every huudred familie 

ome of vinage throughout the several circles, and placed uuder the icrecdmgy 

order of the Thoogyees, whom they aaist in the Revenue end 

dics: duties They rece‘ve a salary of 10 Rupees a month each. They constitute _ 
Village Constabulary, and, with the Thoogyees, the Detective Police. 


38. In Rangoon and the larger towns, Goungs were appointed 

Gennes Setewee, to the several wards, as in the ancient timea 
839. The whole of the Goungs (beads) and Oks (overs,) who, under the Barres 
Tie omaee cae rule, were scattered throughout the country, ruling over sepaméis 
orer tribes and trades tribes or tracdea, were at once swept away. There were Oks c-er 
ts the Karena of each townsbip, over the fishermen, and ovee 
the brokera ; over palm-juice draweraand silver assayers ; over the ploughmen of tae 
royal lands, and the cultivators of the royal gardena They, alone, took primary cog 
nizance of crimes and offences among those under their charge. It has been a matter 
of no small cifficulty to make Thoogyeea and others understand, that their juriadiction 
lies over all residente in the territories under their charge, without reference to this 

mere personal jurisdiction. 


= ; 40. To suppres gang-robbery on the river, a Rives Police 
ver Police, 
was organized of the following strength :— 


1 Inspector. 7 Prowmen. 
1 Deputy Inspector. 2266 Boatmen 
27 Steersmen. 


There were twenty-five boats of a light build, esch carrying two wall-piscea The 
crew of each boat consisted of one steereman, one prowman, and ten boatmen, esch 
carrying a musket Most of the steersmen, and many of the boatmen, were Malays, sD 
energetic aud daring race of men, who svon cleared the river and creeks of the armed 
banditti that infested them. These boats were under the orders of Mr. C. Theodore, 
who has shown much activity and energy in the dischurge of his duty. 


41. For the districts of Basein, Prome, Henzada, and Tharrawaddy, three Pobe 
Battalions were raised from among the inhabitants, esch of the 
cep following etrength :-— 








7 C $F) 3 4 
42, These Battalions have eech two Enropaen Non Commiminned Off They 
tow aed, and de“ Srmed with Parumion fasile and bayooeta Their detach- 


\ | 
ey 
We tly. 


ssibated, aa ments are posted, as required, in the interioe of the districts, and : 
there take the duty for which regular teogpy were at Giret required, 2 
Ther have proved themselves very useful, both in exppreming violent crime and main- i 
taining order. . 4q 
/ ~ 
43. For the Toungoo di@rict, it was foand sufBcient to raise a body of 80 men of ‘3 
Tenngoo Frontier the district, ander two leaders, to guard the frontier. No military 3 
ye detachments remained in the interior of the district during the i 
year under review. : ate it 
This result is due to the e.cellent management of Mr. O'Riley, who was placed in 4 ! 
eLarge of the district, and who soon gained the confidence of the people. = 
44. Each district of the Province was placed under a Depaty Commimicner, or 
Towers im criminey —atmeant Commiesioner having similar powere The control of 
cases yiven to district every Department, Civil, Criminal, and Fiscal, within each district, 

; ae was committed to the Deputy Commissioner. Iu criminal cases, 4 
his ordinary powers extended to the panishment of all offences, (except homicide,) which " 
do not demand a higher sentence than three years’ imprisonment with lebor. In { 
cases of daooity, or gang-robbery, without violence, the Deputy Commissioners have ‘ 
received special powers to sentence to imprisonment, with labor, for a term not exceed: : 
ing seven years. This has been productive of great benefit. They have also received : 
authority to punish cases of adultery and perjury. The Bengal Criminal Code was 4 
adopted, as a general guide, in dispoaing of criminal casea, ; : cc 
: = 

45. The Deputy Commismioners of Basvein and Sarawah, and the Assistant Com- 3 
‘al powers in cases‘ Miasioner of Tharraweddy, were authorized, in the beginving of 1854, a 


of open insurrection, to carry into execation sentenves of death on all persons convicted 
of participation in open and armed insurrection ; but when the coustry ettled down, 
this authority waa withdrawn. P oar) 





46. Amistant Commissioners were appointed to esch district, with powers, (grea 
Powers of Amimtant Oy after they had attained some experience), to pss sentente not 
ee exceeding two yasre’ imprisonment with labor. | . 











47. Teeekays, or Burmese Magistrates, were eppainted to the cbisf towns ander 
the eye of the Deputy Commimsioner, and bad wuthority to try 

Teeckays in towas, ‘charges of simple theft, and to, pass sontance, not @iomaling one 
month's imprisonment i 


- ¢ . 





: of i 9 ie Z ~. 

48. The Myo-okes can punish petty thefte occurring in their townehyy y with 
twenty-four bours’ confinement in the stocks, and petty sseulls 

Myo-okes of townships. a syisdemeanours, by fine not excteding 20 Rupess, 
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MILITARY. 
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49. Boon after the annexation of Pegu, it was determined to raise oa regiment, 
"SGD Dhaba taiecar composed of natives of the Province, to be thoroughly disciplined 
as soldiers. This duty was entrusted to Major W. F. Nuthall, o4 
officer of long experience in the neighboring Province of Arracan, who distinguished 
himself, duiing the late war, by the valiant exploit of the surprise and capture of the 


Burmese stockaded post at the summit of the Aeng Pass. 


| DifMcolticn in raising (50. Tt was found, however, to be difficult tc euliet Bormend 
the corps, and Talaings in » corps required to serve over the whole Provinax 


51. Hitherto the people have been accustomed to be embodied, for military earvic, 

Sate ERE. only in time of actual war. They are then ecrolled by.lovice i 

each township, the men of which are kept together under the 

officers of their own district. They are only employed beyond the district they belang 

to during war. This plan suits the clannish disposition of the Burmese and their love 
for their own native place. | | 


t 
1 


52. In raising the Pegu Light Infantry, the object was to embody men withoot — 


Object in raising the eference to their native district ‘hey were enlisted for thre’ 


Pegu Light Infantr.’, years, and were expected to serve the required period, whether of 
the frontier, or elsewhere. : 


63. These rules, co different to what they had been accustomed to, together with 
heen the discipline, which at first was irkeomy to a hecdleas race, nope 
tient of personal contro], rendered it difficult to procure recta 

The Police. Battalions, ou the other hand, raised in the townships and districts where 
they served, and with discipline not so strict as that which was weceesarily maintained is 
the Pegu Light Infantry, were rapidly filled up. : 


64 The.men of the Pegu Light Infantry, wherever employed, have behaved witf 
Good service done by great gallantry, and have shown that they pomem many of thé 
the corps. | finest qualities requisite for soldiers in the field. It has been com 
sidered desirable to introduce a proportion of Malays mto their ranks, bot the bosaty 
money and pay have not proved sufficient to induce more than 114 of that race to enlist 
The whole number of men now embodied conaiste of-— ~ 7 


Native Commissioned Officers... 
Non-Commissioned Officers 
Privates ... 


Coe eee ese = wees 7 . i 
s Mee o60: ote ces ove 78 oP 
oxo: dea yease eee’ | cw AOS 


- hl ape’ 
Keaber of Keven 55. In addition to the Commanding Officer, the Pogu Light 
Fege Light infantry, Infantry bas the following European officers:-— ¥ 3 
, One Second in Command. Four Subaliems, -. Ne andes vk 
One Adjutant, One Assistant Surgeon. 
on For the line of demarcation, om the Northern frontier, « specia) survey was made 
Dates of the Bent- by Major G. Allan, of the Madras Army, Deputy Quarter 
—. General. A series of defensive posta, in number twonty-thres, 
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placed at intervals along the line, were planned Ly that offew, ‘Thsy extend fries the 
Armcan hills, on the Weat, to the central range which hes midway between the Irrawaddy 
aud Sitang Rivera. From Mendooa, op the West, to the Sitang River, ca the Kast, was 
found to be a distance, in a straight line, of 130 milea, and to the Poungloung raage of 
mountains, 12 miles further. Along this line, a bridle path, from One post to duother, is 


now in course of cunstruction. 


57. The defensive posts, as far East aa the central Yo-ma mountain, ere garrisoned 
Defensive posta how by detachments of the Pegu Light Infantry and the ‘Prome 
guraoned. Police Battalion. Beyond the Yo-mo mountains, on the Toungoo 
frontier, ero placed guards raised in the district. | 


58. The posts are intended to check any petty inroads, and to give intelligenas ta 

ee: te the Brigadiere commanding on the frontier, of any ‘Saspacions 

: movements in the terntory beyond. it is not within the scope 

of this Report to enter on the question of the military defance of the frootier, or what 
has been adopted with reference to that object. 


59. The whole frontier was carefully surveyed, and reported oa, by Major Allan, 
Froatier anrreyod by Who pronounced it to be easily defensible, and generally well 
Major @. Allan. _ suited for a boundary between two countries, consisting, as it doas, 
of hills and forests thinly inhabited Tie work of laying down the boundary met with 
no opposition from the Burmese Authorities, though they narrowly watched the survey- 
ing party. This result is to be attributed to the judgment, the firmness, and conciliatory 
conduct of Major Allan, in bis communications with the Burmese ofiven The boun- 
dary has beeu marked by masoory pillars, and stone pyramids, only one of which has 
been defsced or injured. iy etsy min a" 


60. A large portion of the people of the Province possamed musketa of Europeaa 
—“‘Disarming of the pease manufacture, These arms are generally old and woru out, and the 
ert ) powder used is coarse and deficient in explosive power. Still the 
pomession of muskets encourages their owners to robbery and acts of violence, and it was 
considered advisable to disarm the inbabitante of soute of the districta’ The people of the 
disturbed parte of the country were, therefore, deprived both of maakets and spears 
Thousands of muskets were delivered up, without any active remetaoes, ead this measure 
haa materially contributed to check crime, and to indgce the pamamntry to eatéde down to 
babits of industry. . : ih etre Di 


61. No regular cem, for the support of the Police establishment, has, yet, been levied 
in the towns generally; but this measure has been carried out in 


Chy voti aa be | 
ee Rangoon. The principle on which this municipal tar hae been 
goon, ™ poo charged is that of a monthly payment on each town. building lot, 


acoording to its area The payment emoants to, from 1 to 14 per 
cent per annum of the upset price of each lot The proceds of this tex, in Rangooa, 
amounts to 31),000 Rupees per annum, availabls for the Police snd : @ 
The tax has, from the first ongupeticn, and before the town was laid ont, beca punctually 
paid by all classes, result attributable to the guod exezpple est Ly the British and 
other foreiga inhabitants. ct WON 2 Pie ee AN 







62. ‘The result of the several measures above: desctibed hal bedii’that; by ticles 
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difficulties of the country to be contended against,—the long time that enareby aij 
unrepressed crime had been permitted to exist, under the former Government,—the dread 
of the people, in the North, of being agaiv abandoned, and their consequent ‘gs 
willingness openly to attach themselves to the British Government,—the period day 
ing which disorder lingered in one or two isolated tracta, can scarcely be ong 
dered excessive. , ¢ 


63. The first year for which Crimiual Returns, for the whole Province, having any 
Indicial Criminal Sta- Pretensions to accuracy, could be rendered, is for the year 1845, 
tistics for 1855, The Table marked A.,in the Appendix, affords a complete Gtats 
ment of all crimes and offences ascertained to have been committed during thet 
period, | 


64. The most heinous crimes committed are noted in the margin, regardligy 
which some remarks appear to be call 





( 


First Crass. ed for. 
' A Cri with Murder, or Wounding with Fhe ; 
Bs is key cs pene or Wounding with 63. That 87 crimes, uocompanied 
= of Muvderenses With murder, should, ip one 
1, Murder | ay on ~ | frequent. year, occur in as populatdé 
2. Gan debtor and River dacoity 5 estimated at a million end a quurter of 
3. Highway-rohbery « 8 ‘ . - . life 3 
6. Cattle-stealing el souls, is an evidence that human life 
7. Wounding with intent to Murder 2 


2 | very little regarded. This is the more 
Total wapeae remarkable at first sight, because the 
| people are, by religion, Budhists, and, as 


general rule, have a decided objection to taking the life of the higher orders of ani 
mals, for food. | 








_,Oviaion of Captain D, 66. On the subject of the disregard of human life, Captain D. 
rowa. 


Brown, in charge of the Tharrawaddy district. remarke as follows = 


“ The cool and deliberate way the Burmese commit murder is remarkable. They 
~ appear to place no value on life. This, I think, has arisen from several reasmma Ad 
“ seasons of the years, fever is very common. Other diseases alao often visit them, ear 
“ rying off numbers of the peopla z ® ° » $ 
"" Death was, thus, every day, before their eyes, and life being so insecure, property unpre 
“tected, taxation high, and oppression on every-day occurrence, the people had 
“nothing to live for; and habituated as they were to look upon death, they neither 
“ placed any value on their own lives, por on those of others, 


“ There is no organized systum of thuggee or dacoity among them, as in India. 


“1 consider that, with vigilance on the part of the authorities, the comsnission ag 
“ heinous erimea, which were common before the country was properly settled, and which 
“were the fruit of former misrule, will soon, with an improved system of Government, 
“ be of very rare occurrencn,” | 


7 


67, There can be little doubt, but that the anticipations of Captain. Brows will 
Pemerks on Captain be realised Alremdy there is « marked diminution of heipqvs 
Brown's opinina. aime, ae a 5 race 
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Decrease of Murder 68 In the district of Rangoon, Captain Sparks gives the 
Caves, following comparative Statemant of crimes of the firet clam for 


three yeara —_ 





Number of Cavea in the year. 






———L— 





7 





fo. 
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or 
6s 








; 1854. | 1856. 
Morder - 4 | 8 1 
Woundiny with intent to Murder... 1 0 } 
Culpable somicide a 0 0 2 
: ang Gti murder < 8 5 0 
River ity with murder oe 0 Y) | 2 
Highway-robbery with murder .. 0 La 0 | 
Cattle-stealing with murder... 0 1 | 0 
Total 13 10 | 6 | 





69. Among the same races, in the Provinces of Arracan and Tenasserim, which 
have been under Britieh rule for thirty years, the vielent crimea have 

Nurder cases compa- . . . ‘ 
ratively care in Acracao become, comparatively, rare. This result is, probably, to be attri- 
wa in ee buted to greater general prosperity the result of industry being 


unrestrained, and to men in authority no longer giving encouragement to crime. 


70. Tle causes for the disregard of human life, which bas bean shown to be charac- 
Canscs assigned for teristic of tho Burmese when their passions are excited, probably 
ae cartive a lie deeper than has yet been stated. The taxation, under the Bar- 
ricleut. mese Government, was not heavy. The Burmese peasant, as a 
rule, has always been well provided with food an‘! clothing, nor were the mass of the 
people, under the former Government, cppressed. They may be said to have been, gene- 
rally, in good circumstances; and, under the Burmese Government, they possesa a strong 
national and loyal feeling, which i3 not consistent with the supposition of groes oppression 
Leing exercised over the masses. They are generally of good dispoaitions, and display 


strong affection towards their parents, their wives, and children. 


71. Perhaps, the main cause of the disregard of human life which exists may be 
traced,—peradosical though it be,—to the Budhist religion, which 

LD Protahigomain ites forbids the taking of all animal life, but ‘Iraws no broad distinction 
between the life of the lower animals and that of 11an. When the passions are excited, 
the feeble bonds, which restrain from Murder, are eoon burst asunder. There is little 
doubt but that, at the capital, it is infinitely easier now to compound for the killing 


vfa mun than the killing of an ox. 


72 In the district of Tbarrawaddy, one remarkable gang-robbery with murder 
Remarkab occurred, that of Captain Madigan, of Her Majesty's B$th Regiment. 
sang.rcbbery with war This officer was employed in laying down the line of Electric 
ii Telegraph, for the expenses of which he had about 800 Rapoer in 
cagh, and unfortunately, from a strong feeling of eecurity, he took with him ao police or 
military guard. A band of old robbers could not resist the exaggerated sccunnts they 
heard of a large eum ineilver being with the officer, They attacked, by nignt, the nails a’ ee 









= 
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ia which he alept with only one servant, and as he resisted, he fell pierced, by many Beal 
woands The whole gang was apprehended, and all, except two, who were admitted 
“ucen’s evidence, were convicted and executed. 


73. Inthe town of Rangoon, there occurred three desperate 1ourdera, in ove of 
Miurdcr cases in the Which no less than three lives were sacrificed by the same misae 
he eek a at ant. The man, having been separated from his wife, on her re 
passion. fusing to return to him, attacked the woman with a dha, or Burmas 
knife, and nearly hacked her to pieces, His child and mother-in-law he killed at the came 
time. The other cases of murder arose from similar causes, and, in all, the perpetraton 
were taken und convicted. 


74. One remarkable case of gang-rohbery with murder ocenrred on the road 
Ure, sane constructing across the Tonngoop Pass in the Prome district, It 


treasure party inthe was an attack upon treasure guarded by an escort of the 28th 
Prome district, ~ Regim ¢ n t Beng al N ative In fantry. The party od ME Ee place 
in the hills, where were several sheds for travellers, and numerous parties of Bar 
mese coolies were lying, iw Livouae, along the sides of the hills and dells around. The 
guard was inside a shed, where were deposited ‘the urms and treasure, and in front of the 
building was posted @ sentry. The latter appears to have been surprised, and partially 
gagged, but the guard within being roused by hearing the struggle, came out, and the 
assailants retreated. The unfortunate sentry was wounded so badly, that he died. The 
guard, believing they had been able to trace the line by which the assailants retreated, 
proceeded to a party of Burmese coolies, who occupied a shed about 200 yards distant in 
that direction, surrounded and took them prisoners, There were twenty-five of them 
They made no resistance whatever, Though there were suspicious circums{ances against 


them, there was no tangible proof, and they were all acquitted u pon trial. 


«5. The number and nature of crimes of the second class are stated in the 











| Crimes of the Second Class. ‘No. of Caaea,.| cases of this description is 
- ——— - : Dot large, except those of 
Culpable Homicide | 6 assault with wounding. 
paren ah ommaing | ; Among a choleric race, who 
i aceaes bids ee nt ee 
a a ee 
t Re ha es 13 | «SWord, or chopper,) either 
A y with Riot or Lresch of the Peace 1 ; About them, or at baad 
Total 79 for household purposes, 
| . q | | Quarrel frequently leads to 


bloodshed, 


—- 


Crimes of the Third Class. 76. In crimes of the . 


third class not accompanied 
with wounding or violeom, 





Hivtece including on the river 





aad the greater number of gang: 
Theft — robbery cases occurred ID 
vests the districts of Rangoonand 
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77. River-dacoity .—Beganding riverdanoity, Captain 
gang-rolibe 


tain T. P. Sparks follows :— 


“ River-daooity is still the opprobrium of this district A glance ag the map will at 

“ once show the facilities afforded for the commission of this crime, and the dificukty of 

“ either preventing ita commission, or ‘liscovering the perpetrators when committed. The 

“ whole district is intersected with a net-work of streams, and the internal communication 

“is carried on almost exclusively by boats On many of the rivers and creeks, the 
“ villagea are 10 and more miles apart, the intervals being mames of dense jungle 


“ The river police boate have doubtless been useful, so far, that they prevent lerge 
“armed boats travorsing the streams with impunity ; but it is evident that, neither the six 
“ allowed, nur six tunes that number, could the expense be borne, would be sufficient to watch 
“ all the creeks, or prevent the commission of such attacks as I have been describing.” 


78 Aoother crime of this class very prevalent is cattle-stealing. Thia haa received 
Catue-stealing very & great impetus from the high price given for cattle, especially 
ae for slaughter purposer, Cattle-stealing is scarcely considered a 
crime among the Burmese peasantry. It is rather, as described by Captain Sparks, 
a ee deemed a gallant exploit On this subject, Captain Antagh 
Captsin Ardagh, Deputy remarks, that the great check to this crime, under the Burmese 
Cummasiouer of Prom Government, was the rule which ,ompelled the inhabitants of a 
silane to which the foot-marks of stolen cattle had been traced, to disoover the avimals, 
or to show their tracks leading away from their border. If unable to do this, the 
whole village community was made responsible for the amount. 


79. ‘Phe propriety of still enforcing this rule was attentively considcred. The con- 
i clusion arrived at was that, in the altered circumstances of the 
responsible for stulen country, it would not be proper. Under the former Government, 
eae a Thoogyee was absolute in hie petty circle. He wielded the 
whole village community at his wilL As he and they were generally in loague in all 
robberies, the rule which made all responable might be considered a rough kind of = 
justice ; but matters are altered now. The Thoogyee, then, had the means of detecting 3 
stolen cattle, which he no longer poasewes He had despotic power, which hes now 
been broken. He and the villagers were then presumed to be in collusion in the theft, 
which it is hoped and believed is uot now, generally, the casa 






The responsibility of the whole community, for the arime of a few, cannot, therefore, 
justly be enforced. 


80, Among the crimes of the foarth class, as noted in the margin, it is to be 
regretted that very few casa 
of receipt uf stolen property 
are bronght to light. Per- 
jury is net eo cumman in 
the Courta of Pega, as it 
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these cases is an alibi, which these people neem to have seized on by instinct, as the beg 
defence. It seldom stands the test of the elightest cross-examination, for these people 
are Lut buogiers in their made-up stories. 


81. The number of miscellaneous offences is made up, chiefly, of the following, — 
petty assaulte, abasive lap 


. | ' guage, disobedience of on 
; Crimes of the Fifth Class. No. of area! deliaindiwadiec’ of duty by 


ie ae Wi, Government servants, breach 
of Abkaree rules, gam- 
bling, and fraud. 


82. During the year 1855, 8,666 persons were arrested on criminal charger Of 
: these, 6,000 were convicted, 2,498 were acquitted, and the 
Nomber of persons ar- 
rested. convicted, and remainder either died, were transferred to other jurisdictions, 
acy smi committed to the sessions, or were awaiting trial at the close of 
the year. The particulars for each district of the province are given in Appendix B. 








PRC ie Sh PUN ws | 4,515 
| 





83. During 1855, 76 persons were committed to the sessions for crimes committed 
Resalt«f commitment i102 that and previous yeara Of these, 33 were convicted, 36 were 








to ncasions, acquitted, 3 died, 1 absconded, and 3 are awaiting trial. 
és Sentences by Scusions 84. The sentences were as follows :-— 
wil Ff, 
o. of Persone 
| Death 13 
| Imprisonment for life 8 
Imprisonment for 14 years a 
Ditto ditto 12 years Ll 
Ditto ditto 10 yeare 9 
Ditto ditto 5 years ? 
Ditto ditto 3 years ] 
| Ditto ditto 2 years 9 
| Ditto ditto 1 year i 
) Total 
85, The number of convictions, before the several District 
Ratio of convictions 


to arrests by District Courts, was, (omitting fractions), 69 per cent. on the number of 
ot persons arrested. 


86, Before the Sessions Court, the number of acquittala excseded the convictions 


This is an unfavorable result. It erises from the case of gang- 
ttals in Sessions : . 
Ee an convic- robbery with murder in the Prome district, referred to in para. 74, 





tious. in which 36 persons were acquitted. 
Propartion of crim. 87. From the want of an accurate census, the proportioa of 
nals to popatasion. ebuiiaale to the whole population cannot be given in the oer 
Report. 


88. The total amount of property etolen (omitting the districts of Prame aad 
(8, Tharrawaddy for which this statement is wanting) amounts © _ 
perty <9 inate ead one. Rupees 32,916, of which Bupece 17, 364 have been recovered. The ae 
vorered. emoant here entered jan halen cabot, haweter,, be, avceivel A's 





et wiwi > >." . 
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representing the whole amount for the Province. Still, it is an approximation to the 
true quantity, and an average of 33 per cent. has been recovered. The most creditahle 
return, by far, in this respect, is that of the Bassein district, where nearly one-half of « 
large amount (Rupees 24,237) has been recovered. 


89. As nota single regular jail hos yet bees constructed in the Province of Pegu, 
_alle not yeteoustreet the ementiala necwmary to establish jail discipline, namely, clasi- 
fication and sepaculiun of criminals, solitary confinement, aad 

casi in-door labor, have been either entirely Wanting, or imperfectly obtained. 


90. The officers of the Department of Public Works have been obliged to devote 

flea. all their atteation to the primary objects of providing shelter for 

Public Works fullyem- the troops, protection for commissariat and SetaNteS: etores, and 
ployed. erecting military defences. 


91. The civil officers in charge of districts have not beeu able to do more than con- 
Offigericiin’ clehge ail etruct temporary buildings,® for in Pegu, bricklayers aod carpen- 
districts Frode the ters can ecarcely be had, and what few there are, have been 
ae aleorbed for employment vu military buildings To the Tharrawaddy 


district, however, an old abandoned brick building haa been turned into an efficient jail 


by the Assistant Commissioner, Captain Brown. 


92, Jail discipline, it must be admitted, has scasvely had a commencement in the 
Province of Pegu. 


93. During the year 1853, outbeeaks almost simmitaneously occurred | in every 

Aucmpts by prisoners Jail in the Province. In these, numbers of lives were sacrifiood. 

APE This result was unavoidable, for the prisoners made dsperate 
attempts to escape, and in many casea porseased themselves of the arms of their guards, 


94. These violent efforts to gain freedom did not arise from the mea being goaded 
to desperation by bad treatment, nor from neglect on the part 
of the jail guards ; nor, as was supposed by many at tie time, 
from a general conspiracy, organized by persons outside, These emeutesmay be regarded 
as all arising from the peculiar temperament of Burmees, aud from what they had here- 
tofors been accustomed tc in impnsonment. 


Causes, 


93, Under the Burmese Government, criminals were either exacutad with 
lespatch, or after, even for the most heinous offencea, a few woeke or months’ confinemast, 
they were generally released on payment of a fine, or sometimes by intercamgon of the 
Budhist wonka After the Province became British, and when men 67S Gudea 
to imprisonment forterms of seven, ten, or more yeare, they at first never appear tohave 
eupposed that thia was anything more than a nominal eeateoor. Their relatives umd 
to apply for their release, aa if confident of its being granted | When, however, they mw 
that these applications were not ettended to, despair possessed them eed: a genenel 
eis wad malle to Saeepe st ey ee Por the last oe pri- 


* At Rangooe, a fise temporary jail as th oat ee 
end wolation of tho asvarn) classes of cunvicta. ‘ Saye +; son te We. 
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soners have, like the rest of the community, “ settled down,’ and general open rising: in 
jail are not beard of. During 1855, one desperate atlempt was made by convicta # 
work near the riverside at Rangoon to escape, bat they were a!] re-taken. 





96, Plans and estimates have been made out for jailsat Prome and Henzda At 
Rangoon, it is proposed to erect a central jail for convicts under 
sentence for long terme of imprisonment, into which a systen of 
in-door labor shall be introduced. <A jail wall is being constructed as a preliminary 
arrangement. 


Plane for jaila 


97. The average monthly cost of food for each convict, during 


Cost of prisoners’ food. 
aki Tae the year 1855, was as followa :— 











DIsrTRict. Amount per mensem. 
Rangoon r 2 | 2 10 | Notioclucliag fire-wood. 
Boasein Ath 2 | 12) 6 
Prome ko 2 3 | 4 : 
Henzada te $ 0 Including fire-wood. 
Toungoo 3 3 5 || 
oe addy 1 12 1 3 J 








This does not include the pay of the guards over convicts at labor. With indoor 
labor at Rangoon, that charge would be very considerably reduced. It is not probable 
that the plan could, at present, be carned ont elsewhere. 


98. The general result of the year is that the number of criminal] prisoners in 
Number of deaths: jail waa 1,280 ; of these 269 were under medical treatment, of 
whom 119 had died. 


99, The results for each district are shown in paper C. of the Appendix. 


100. Medical officers, who have observed Burmese prisonere, are of opinice, that 
they suffer, mentally, much more from confinement io jail, thea 
Indians do. Their spirits chafe, they fall into a low etste of 
mind and body, and, not unfrequently, die of atrophy. On this account, the deaths 
jail in Pegue are, no doubt, more frequent than ordinary. 


Sources of disease. 


mie | 101. Every attention is paid to the diet, the clothing, and 
tae the cleanliness of the prisoners consistent with their anfety. 

102 No system has been adopted, having for ite object, the reformation of the 
Prisonera Such an object it is quite impossible to initiate. ‘The 
means are utterly wanting. It is very certain that, withent pro 
perly constructed jails, in which criminals way be classified, any plan fcr moral im 
provement, in individuals or the mass, is futile, Even with that edjanct, geoeral meal 
reformation appears almost bopelem Ali that we can vebtare to expect to 
as yet is, that men shall not leave jail worse than they entered it 


Reformation of prisoners, 
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103. The Reverend Mr. Simons, a Mingionary belanging to the Amer; 


“cin ° NM; ” + oe ° i : 
Mist nary labors in igaion at Prome, visite that jail on each Sanday, and diswurge 


jait. with the prisoners. He infarms me, that aithy ry 
effected good among them, be has hopes of baving 
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104+. The officers appointed to administer Civil Justice, in the several districts, ere 

Civil Justice.—Officers Deputy Commimionen, Assistant Commissioners, Teeekays, end 

siti eidee, "oe a t 
vlh @USCICe, ; 


The Myo-okes are empowered to hear all original guita arising within the township 
to which they are appointed, in which the value involved, or amount claimod, does not 
exceed Rupees Five hundred. a> ys . 

103. The limit of the value of suits, which can be tried tie a Teeekay, ‘is Bupees 
Tiree thousand, and, by an Assistant Commissioner, Rapecs Five thousand tS 


106. Original suits, decided by Myo-okes, Tecekays, and Assistant Commissaners, 
are appealable to the Deputy Commiasioners, who, also, try all original suits axoveding in 
value Rupees Five thousand. - 


107. Original appeals are heard by the Commissioner, and alsu epecial appeals, 


on cause being shown, 


108. In the Courts of the Myo-okes and Tueekays, Burmese is the language of Q 
Lenguage of record record. In the Courts of the Assistant Commiasiansre, the De- . 
tbe ae Puty Commissioner, and the Commissioner, the language of 
record ia English. In all cases, civil or criminal, the whole record is written by the J 
officer presiding in the Court. cm ; 
109, The mode of procedure, in civil cases, is that followed in the Tenasserim 
Summary of mode of rovinceaa A plaint may be made, either verbally, or iu writing, 
procedure. to a Judge ; if it be admitted, the defendant is summoncd, and 
both parti s are, if peceszary, interrogated regarding the suit They may also examioe 
each other. The points at isgue are then recorded by the Judge, and a day fixed for the 
evidence being heard 


110. In the Rangoon Courts, a more summary method for casas, involving sums 
Rpecial mude in town leas than 50 Rupees, has been introduced This has been bor- 
bata rowed from what is believed to be the practice in the English 
County Courts. By this, the plaintiff sppemre on a fixed day with hia witnesses, and 
the defendant, by summons, ia required to do the same Should the latter fail to 
attend, the case is decreed, on plaintiff swearing to the tsuth of the dsim. Should 
defaudant be unable to make his witnesses appear, the Court enforces their attendance. 
Immediate execution follows a decrea This method appears well suited for cuses of 
small amount, and has given general satisfaction. 










I ar 111. In the town of Rangoon, the cases are much more a 
suits fs town of Rangooa. important than in other paris of the Province, } ee is See 
‘ : M : EB 7 e Bg ny 
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112, From a return, marked D. in the Appendix, it will be seen that, during 1855, 
there were 1,927 original suits tried in the three civil courta of the town of Rangom 


Of these, there were for sums not exceeding— 


Cuses. 

Rupees Five thousand... ... ae a. uses engl 481 OC 
Fruin Five thousand and not exceeing Tw ay thousand 

Rupees 22 
From Twenty ehcp _ not ‘eave Forty Eioumaad 

jl, er ae See er 12 

Tétal SR. «oo ses 0 G07 

=~ 


143. No general return of the total value of suits, in the courts of tle Province, 
Pacatadienicael has been drawn up, as the data do not exist, but the progressive 
uf ite Jmior Assist- increase and amount of value for the town of Rangoon, will be 
oo apparent from the following statement, as regards one Court 


only, namely, that of Mr. G. E. Barr, Junior Assistant :— 











YEARS. No. of Suits. | Value in litiga- 


1854 
1855 


1}4. The Deputy Commissioner, Captain Sparks, and the 


QQunliicnttions of the ; ‘ a 
jwiicial officers in Raue Junior Assistant, Mr. G. E. Barr, are both excellent judicial officers, 


Phe and have given entire statisfaction in the working of their 
courts. 

artber ofseidie Ui 115. The annexed statement shows the number of reguiar 

Province. suits and appcals disposed of in the several districts during tbe 


year :— 





Original Suits. Appeals, 


Rangoon ow sks i 3,002 107 
Baasein ae ‘He i 3,818 147 
Henzada inp Fam “ 858 22 
Toungoo - Wy. 294 11 








Tharrawaddy .. a .: 422 2 
Total . wt 8754 289 
wee ee eee eee 


The detail for each district, except Prome.for which no returns have been received, 
1s ahown in the statement of the Appendix, marked E. 
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116, The increase of cases, in the populous district of Basscin, has been very great: 


Increase of suite in The total number of every description, disposed of, during 1854 
Bassein. and 1855, was as follows :— 


1854 eee te en ene oe ee aes eee se “ee 2,603 
1855 eee eee +t. eve ore eee see 7 see ee 5,814 


117. The total number of exeention of decrees and other nisslitiaceone cases 
Total of miscellancous decided during the year was 3,630, leaving only 35 pending. The 
suits disposed of, detailed return is given in Statement F. of the Appendix. 


118. In the town of Rangoon, care has been taken to admit only certificated 

A neidons of neti pleaders to practice in the courts, It is at the option of parties 

to employ them or not. In the other districts, no rules have 

been enacted regarding the qualifications of pleaders, As a general rule, if the 

Judge had time to elicit details from a suitor, pleaders might safely be dispensed 

with. But to gather the facts of a simple case of debt, from an illiterate peasant, 

frequently takes more time than a Judge can devote to it. In a case of disputed 

inheritance, this difficulty is more especially made apparent, and an intelligent pleader 
is, then, of material assistance to the court. 


119. In the sea-port towns, the English law governs all cases connected with 

[aw observed in the Shipping, freight, and commercial transactions geaerally, espe- 
Civil « COBEN, cially those between foreigners, With the Burmese, their law and 
practice rules all cases of inheritance, marriage, and social customs. 


120. The only important alterations or modifications, which have been made, as 
regards Burmese civil laws, are as follows. 


121. Debtors, under the Burmese law, became bondamen to their creditors. Their 

Debtor  bondsmen a@bor was counted as interest for the sum lent. The debtors have 

emancipated. been released from this obligation of serving, and the creditors 
informed they can gue for the amount due és an ordinary debt. — 


122, In Burmah, the laws regarding rights in land have, in practice, beon uncer- 

Rights in landed pro-  t&i2- The Damathat,-which is an Indian Budhist Code, is gene- 
perty among Burmese, rally adverse to the alienation of land from a family. Still sales 
of land are admitted, and occupation by a stranger, if unforbidden for a term of years, 
gives a title, The following rules upon this subject have been adopted, in order to 


establish an uoiform system throughout the Province. 


123. Twelve years’ unchallenged possession of land, made over as vacant by a 
Thoogyee, or other Government officer, will give a title’ to the 
pes occupier. Within that time, ap hereditary owner can . recover sas 
ves a tit a 
_ possession. . Otte 
saseedt o.-) 


124 Twelve years’ unchallenged “possession of land: by. #: mortgages; when so 
Posewicu by a mort “time has been stipulated: for thy -sopapahent of the ‘motey Wor 
b "pee. rowed, gives a title to the mortgages.) 0.4.1» ag inaarny Pe 
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125. For all the personal debte and ordinary suits, other than the land Suite above, 
Ordinary entice mort 8 Action must be brought within mix yeera from the time when the 
be brought withia six cause of action arose. In the town of Rangoon, no sale or mom 
‘ vn town of Bake, OF lease of land, is recognized as valid in the courts, ones 
Rangoon.” it has been registered. 


126. The suits, in the several districts, are generally of a simple nature, and tor 
sma)l amounte 


REVENUE. 


127. It is difficult to ascertain, with certainty, what amount of revenue was 
received, by the Burmese Government, from the Province of Pegu. In but few of the dis- 
tricts were any regular revenue records found; still, the amount paid annually to the 
Court of Ava, or to the Myo-tsa at the capital (i. ¢. eater of a district, to whom the re- 
venues were assigned for maintenance,) is generally known. What ie not known is the 
amount collected by the local o‘ficers for their vwn share. Thts consisted of various 
items, differing io the several districts, and may, on the whole, be put down at about two- 
thirds the sum collected for the general Government. Fees on the administration of 
justice, and fines in criminal cases, were, invariably, the perquisite of the local officers. 

Amount collected une = the Appendix G. will be found the detailed particulars of whe 
der the Burmese Go- amount of revenue transmitted to the capital from each distnet 
be se as far as it has been ascertained. 


The following is the summary ;— 


Rangoon ... ... «. «. Rs 687,871 1 7 
Bassein dn, ee Vises »  2,82,491 +4 10 
Prome ee SRS excoe | SMR Oee AL 2 


Henzada sea $40 8 eene8 . 1? 2,02,207 3 2 
Thatrawaddy .. .. .. » 99,068 14 3 
Toungoo a bam cigs 30,070 4 10 





Total, Rs. 15.71.4958 8 0O 
eer See es Sew ew aw a 


128. Up tothe time of the British conquest, the revenue was generally collected 
Barmcse taxation when according to the settlement made by order of the great grand 
es father of the present King, in A. D. 1783, and sgain in A. D. 1601. 


A register of the resources of the kingdom was, then, made, for the first time under 
Register formed. the present dynasty, from the statements of the existing local 
officers. They were required to make oath as to the extent aad 
boundaries of their districts, and the number of the houses or families theroin. This 
register constituted the Doomsday Book of the Barmese Empire. 1¢ was the basis of 
the agement on families in each district, which, generally speaking, remained unaltered 
vp to 3852 The Thoogyees thea reosived royal warrants of eppmiataient to their y 
offices, aad their descandenta, in the upper or atrictly Burmese. portion of the Province 
generally hold their appointments to this day. The descent through females is E 


recognized. ; 
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129, In the lower portion of the Province, where the inbabitants were chiefly 

Arrangement in the Talaings, the hereditary descent of these local offices lise not beea 

dclts. generally attended ta. Burmane were, originally, appointed to all 
offices of trust tn the lower, as in the upper, part of the Province. 


130. It may be romanked, that the Burmese, after the conqueet of Pegu in A. D. 
Telaing language, so 41757, steadily eet themselvea to extirpate the Tslaing language, 
of, interdicted. and have, almost entirely. succeatead Jt is probably a golitery 
instance of the language of more than a million of people, being al} hut lost in abov: a 
century. It is probable that, in the Tenamerim Provinces, there are more people who 
now understand the Talaing language than in al! Pegu proper. In no Budhist monastery 
were the monks allowed to teach the Talaing language, and; at the preseat day, only a 
few old people, near the Southern extremity of the country, can be found to speak the 
linguage of their race. Not only is the language nearly extinct, but acarcely any one 
of Talaing descent calls himself any thing Lut a Burman, so completely has the nutional 
epirit been extinguished. ‘ + .- 
131. The great bulk of the revenue under the Burmese Government was raised ; 
Burmese tax oneach Dy fixing a rate on each family. An average : mouut, payable Ly 
houehaie each family, under ordinary circumstances, was ordered, annually, 
by the Governor, or chief authority of each district. The mode of collecting, i. 4, assess 
Mode of assetmnent, ing the average amount for each house, wasleft entirely to the 
Thoogyees of each circle. In some districts, the amount of silver 
payable by each family waa ten tikals per annum; in others, four or five. Fach family 
was assessed according to ita means, as estimated by the village officer; and he csti- 
mated its wealth by its household possessions, its land, its reputed income from trade, 
or even by the number of grown up sons and daughters, who are regarded as wealth to 
the parents. Yet, if the simplicity of a tax on each family did not suit the views of the 
officials, they, in some districts, had an intricate method of counting several families 
a8 constituting one Ievenue-house.* ae 





182. Ir a few districts, a land-tax was assessed by measurement, but thiswas very 
seldom done. Rice was ip some districts taken in kind, and stored 
in the Government granaries, Garden land was seldom taxed, and 
vegetable cultivation never. Transit duties were, however, levied on the prodoce, when 
carried fo: sale from the towaship they were grown in. Betel-nut trees, and palms, which 
yield juice, froma which sugar is manufactured, were generally taxed, and tobacco crops 
always | 


Regular land-tax rare 


133. Altbough the revenue system, if such it can be called, which exieted under 

Rarmiscleavensio eye. the Burmese Government, was extisonlinarily clumsy, yet it was 
tem liked by the peos not oppreaive; it appears to have suited tbe people, and to have a 
- been ecceptable to them. The great bulk ofthe people had abun- } 
dance of food and clothing, and, generally, comfortable houses, : 





° Noar the town of Prome sre the ruiss of the ancient city of Ye-tbe,or the H:-rmit’s City. Auached :o this 
are tome royal lamda, beld by o clos of parcam, termed Lamaing, eho foramrty pald acest {@ some respacis iT 
similar to the metayer rents of Barupe, thas is, the culttveter omaived bel! the prodena ia hiad, the other beif 
he conveyed to the royal granary at Prue, It is rrobable, chat this tenare evisted from a very early guried, and 
‘be lund passed to the Ava mopagchy, when they conqusred Proust. lam sot aware of any clmier aparece 
wheve in che Province i ter +t : mars oR 
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134. The plan of assessment, which has been followed, in Pegu, under the British 
ee , Government, is substautially the same as that existing io the 
underthe British Go- adjoining Provinces of Arracan and Tenasserim, which are inhalited 
6a a bs by people of the same races as those in Pegu. ia 


ag Se 185. Aunexed is a statement, showing the peveral items from 
lise for ack which revenue is derived, and the amount yielded by them for 
sees three years. . 


Summary of the Province of Pegu for three years. 








Fecond year, 
1854-55. 


Third year, 
1865-54, 












Rs. A. BI is. AP, 


i ar eeme en (Yk -.| 69.620 6 5| 7,16.187 11 6) 985,988 7 oF 
Cepitetion Tax eaeee odehtt | 8.04858 0 © | 6.41347 0 5 | 7,36.668 1. 6: 
erhenc® i cetan § OF | uso eee 212,709 12 0} 272,036 10 4 
Bait aa Anca ¢ Oy ater ear ateseee 566.280 4 0 49.715 8 9) 
Porcat Produce score nee nes ve 2,310 0 0 145) 9 “* 
Excise a. seekes Svea 2a 184,405 8 0} 1,76.33010 ¢ 
Sft Cistoms © si... TH amecae || ee 1,72,603 12 11! 1,70,987 8 t 
Inland Customs  §-—icaeene ts ee °- 2,290,305 9 5) 93,91.188 19 0 
Municipal Tax Pacis =  @6e%ee0 evevee eee $1,111 8 0 30,878 7 Q: 
“IPort Dues 0.0. cesses cee % ‘1 19,958 0 0} 27,501 8 
Bent on Building Jots, TownofRasgem =~. 6.410 12 7 9,869 0 , 
Timber Rewenne ascent wes Fa 28.188 6& .} @0505 34 - 

Judicial Fines and Focs = wassen, swage es 37,104 3 6 74,319 10 8 
Sale of Unclaimed Property ea seee ay 4,802 2 0 11,197 9 1! 
Ear Rept one oe ae ok Ss, 000 14,238 15) 5 
(PESOS Saws OMe  Saseun ) Se eben oat 711 12 0 933 8 

Pogios:¢ Stampa sac) Dikeree OC Begieeaen oe 90 0 11,750 ¢ 3 
Miscellaneous eeeeee = : 23.722 a 3 23,564 § 9 





— 


28,90,608 7 8 | 30,21,063 7 Hl 
Note.—Durlng these yeare, building and other lote in the town and suburbs of Rengoon cold for Bapecs 
007,237. ‘This amvunt le nut included in the scgular revenue. 








136. The detaila of the last year, 1855-56, for each district, are shown in the state- 
ment of the Appendix H. The rapid increase in each item will be seen at a glance. 


137. The laod is the main source of revenue. The cultivated area is divided into 
two kinds, namely, wet land, or that on which a rice crop is rimed, 
either by retaining the rain water, or by irrigating it. from rivers 
or ponds; and dry land, as gardens, orchards, and land yielding all other products, excapt 
rice, 


Land revenee. 


: ° ° « f x - 
138, What is called Toungya, or Hill Plantation, is a clearing on a hill or jun- 
os eae gle, where a crop is mised for one seasca, after which the and » 
ade | abandoned for another spot. The system of pgricultare, and classé 
cation of land existing in the country, bas necessarily led to a correspap4ing arzang? 
ment in the registem and heads of acnunts of the land revenue assessment... | _--—---- 


139. Rice constitutes such a large proportion of the produce. of Pogo; that it may 


almost be considered as the only grain ‘product of the oo 


for exportation of the grain vo sea This exportation was prohibited under the 






Ti 
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Government, and, of course, the people had little indncement to extend their cultivation. 
The price now is about four to six times what it was before the 
Province was annexed. The rapid increase of this prodoce will be 
evident from the following table of export of rice, husked and unhusked, to eea,and the 
River beyond the Britieh frontier, for three yeara:— 


Appendix I. 


1853-354 ee ee ee ee :* Tons 17,344 
9354-55 ee wee one ese eee ee »} 80,388 
1835-56 *r* ere eee #e. ee. vee 3 126,674 


140. In arranging for the land revenue, and the method to be adopted for 
ee oh hes it, ah pire ah to mi oer Ria of 
with reference to anded property. e country, as alreaily 6 | is divic into 
meee a villages, with tracte of land attached to them. ‘Several, of these 
village tracts combined constitute a circle under a Thoogy 
cuustitute a township. It hea not been escertained what led to the boundaries of 
village tracts being originally fixed, but, generally speaking ing, they are wel! defined. 
This, probably, was arranged, in very early times, when the Trio had spread them- 
ylves over the valley of the Irrawaddy and ettieds down to agriculture, Several 
families would, for their mutual eafety, collect together into one hamlet. ‘They would 
have a communion of feeling and interest for such objects as were requisite to ensure 
their own comfurt and convenience. Arnoag these are the right ‘to cut forest timber, 
and to have common grazing land for their cattle. These common rights, would lead 
tv what generally exists, namely, fixed boundaries for the several villages, in order to 
preserve their own rights and prevent disputes with their neighbora_ | The villagers 
lave, as a body, no parcenary rights to the cultivated lauds of their village. Proprietary 
rights are strictly maintained, ia families, by inheritance, but whole communities do 
not assert their rights as shareholdera The right to the land hag, in many instances, 
been preserved in the same family for several generations Land has, also, in seme 
districts, passed, by sale and mortgage, while, in others, the right haa been arbitrerily 
invaded of late years by the Burmese Government. This has been mure especially the 
case, where districts have been assigned to support the royal boats. Hundreda of ‘amall 
holdera have thereby been deprived of their possesaions, which were msde over to the 
crews of the boats for their support. In all cases of land, passing by inheritance for 
several generations, the right is generally traced, or sought to be traced, up to ancestors 
who firet cleared it from the waste. 








Registration of rights 143. Measnros are now in progress for Ae registration of 
in lauded property. rights in lauded property. 


142, The general size of the plots of land held by each cultivator, whether the 

A owner or otherwise, is from 5 to 10 acres. The average for each 

holding = Of eh trict is shown in the margin. As esoh plot of land is held, 
independently, by the owner or cultivator, it was necesmry, 10 

District, Area. arranging the land revenue, to deal with each holder separately. 


Rengoon ae Hence, what is called, in India, tne ryotwaree plan, has bese 
aie =f a adopted. Any other arrangement woald have been quite 
pein Mee incompatible with existing circumstances. 





ree, and aD union of these 


a 
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143. Whether any other system can, hereafter, be introduced, whereby the ames 
ment of the land can be made, for a term of years, on the whole 

: pane of Sues ants ae village tract or circle, and whereby the whole body of cultivaten 
practicable, shall be responsible for the amount of assessment, or not, certain it 
is, that such an arrangement is not practicable, at present, it would not find favor with the 
people, neither is it desirable in the present transition etate of the value of land 
Land is sow, rapidly, acquiring a definite value. Thousands of persons, who, hi- 
therto, scarcely cared to asecri their titie to land which has remained untitled for 
Mauy veara, are now putting in thei ciaims, some of ancient, aome of recent date 
This change in the value of land may make it posmble, hereafter, to effect a set- 
tlement with the cultivators, either in bodies, or individually, for a term of yean 
The present annual measurement of lands is an undoubted evil, and can oaly 


be regarded os a temporary expedient, until some more permanent plan ehall be 
devised. 


144. The method adopted, for assessment of the lanil revenue, bas been to asume 

Rates of assessment ouetifth of the gross produce of the land as the Government share, 
how obtained. to ascertain the average produce, per acre, of each village tract by en- 
quiry from the cultivators, aud to commute the Goverpment share for a money payment, 
per acre, proportioned to the amount of the produce, the rates on land in the adjoining 
provinces, the price grain beara at the locality of the land, and with reference to its 
distance from marketa, and facility of transport. The present is admitted to be only 
i Tough assessment, until detailed euquiry can be made, and vecorded, regording each 
township, circle, village tract, and field, and until the jand shall have acquired a atesdy 
and stable value ; such au enquiry can only be, successfully, made, when our koow- 


ledge of the country has cxtended, its commerce been developed, and the people have 
Lecome accustomed to the change of system. 


145. The standard of measurcment adopted is the English acre, and the rates per 
Engtish acre standard acre, on the craiu lands, vary from + anoas tu 2 


2 Rupees in the 
of mreastire ment, townships and circles of the several districts. Garden lands pay 


the lughest rate paid by the grain laud in the some township. 





146. The hill tribes cultivate tho hill sides, by clearing a new patch of jungle 
Avacasment on hill every year, and simply dropping the eeed into a hole dug with 8 
cart vation. hand hee. These tribes are only required to pay one Rupee 
year tor each fwnily, or patch of land, rither as seignorage to Government for the use of 
the land, and without reference to the aren cultivatert. 


147. The capitation tax is a tax of 4 Rupees per annum, paid by each married 
Ret ) family, except in the hill townships, where half that rate is taken. 
Capitation tax. : 

Bachelors above 18 years of age, and widowers under 60, psy half 
the rate usual in the district they reside in. There are no doubt many objections to this 
tax, but it is not disliked by the people, and the amount, generally speaking, is eanly 

House tax in tuwna, Paid In the town of Ranyoon, and m Prome, a tax on the eres of 
in lieu of capitation tax. = lots, or houses, has been substituted for the capitation tax, becaas 
the latter is objected to by natives of India, and other foreignera. This houee tax wil 
be gradually extended to the other cowns of the Proviacy. 


~~ 
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148, Fisheries cousist of lakea and ponds, which are let out, annually, to the vil- 
lagera of the neighborhood, at such rate as may be fixed upon with 
them, after discusmon with the ofBcer ip charge of the district 
Fishing implements, used, in rivera, and on the sea-coast, are taxed at a fixed annual 
rate. The bulk of the prcfit on fisheries arises from the manufacture and sale of 
fish paste, largely used by the people, and, together with dried fsb, exported beyond 
the British territory, to the value of 84 lakhs of Rupees a year. 


Tishenes. 


149. The great increase of trade, both by sea, and that passing up the Irrawaddy, 
Customs sea and in- Will be evident from the augmentation of duty, aa shown in the 
atid foregoing summary, and from the following figures. 


The quantity of rice, husked and unhusked, exported by eeaand up-<ountry from 
ance Pegu, for three years, has been, as already shown, 22,406 tons. 
The particulars of the export are givea iu Appen-lix J. 
Value of importa and 150. The total value of imports and exports of every 
opera aa desc-iption, by ea and river, during the year 1855-56, was as 
follows :-—- 


Imports ise wes ade” pte! “ene, U 1,26,56;710 
Exports... vic Ves geet ae a OO Te 


Total value, Ra ... ... « 1,92,91,495 
or nearly two millions sterling. 


151 Among the importa, are included treasure to the amount of 20 lakhs of 
Rupees, irnported by the Government. The value of military and naval stores is not 
included, and the only other article of impcriance included, imported by Government, is 
cual, to the value of Rupees 2,30,230. . 


132. Full detaila of the value and quantity of imports and exports, by cea and 
river, will be found in the Appendices K. to N. 


153. The excise, on spirits, requires no particular remark. No opium 1s produced 
- dull Bae ne in Pegu. What is consumed is brought from Beugal. It is only 
ee allowed to be landed under pass from the Collector of Customs, anid 


sold under license. It is not permitted to he exported beyoud the frontier. 


15% Stamps ore not used for any documents in the Province 
Stamps. : 
of Pegu. 


155. Salt is made, in Pegu, by the combined process of sular evaporation and 
boiling. The salt-water is spread over a level place in the vicwnity 
of the eva, and then drained into reservoirs. The brine is 

then put into earthen pots, which are buili up into 4 convenient form for boiling. 
und the fires are lighted. About 150 earthen pota are used in each kiln The 
pos heing of general equal capacity, are charged four oonas each for the eaasop, 
which Jagts about four montha The tax amounts to about 3 per cent on the value of 
the salt. 


Salt 
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156, Under the head of “ Forest Produce” ure included two substances produced 
Oe? by wild aniaale, which it ie desirable to preserve for commen 
cela nt SHible birds’ These are bees’ wax and edible birds’ oesta The receipta are, at 
as Present trifling, but, by imposing a smal! tax, especially in the cag 
of bees’ wax, the destruction or waste of an important article of commerce is prevented 

157. There are no other items of revenue, which appear to call for Particular 
remark. The revenue on teak timber, during the year, amounts 
to Rupees 80,593-14.9. The nature cf this source of ;avenue yl] 
be adverted to uader the head of “ Forests,” 


Duty on teak timber. 


158, The land and capitation tax have, generally, been paid 
Retiissions of revenue, Casily and punctually. The suns recommended for remiesion were 
as follows :— 


in ks Ree een Ae 84,718-7-8 
1854-55 Se » 92,219-1-9 


eiieeeccre ons 
TUtalet.. =, aes. Mod Pl re 1,76,937-9-5 


See 





These sums resulted from errors in account, over-~assessmenta, embezzlements by 
village officers, and various other causes, 


159. Theameuntto be recommended for remitsion, in (855-56, is not yet completely 
ascertained. 


160. Ferriesare not required in the delta, where the ereeke are hivh roads and every 
family powesses a boat. In the upper portion of the country, they 
wil] gradually como into use, as travelling by land increases 


Ferries. 


16] Under the head of « Miscel!aneous Revenue,” are included 
Miscellaneous, Fie 
the following items ;— 


Savings from pa y of Establishments. 
Premium on Billg 
Profit and Loss. 


ee ee oe 
EBUCATION 


—_-__——, 


162. Hitherto, on] y one acheol hag been establiahed, by Government, in the Province 
Goveroment schools Of Pegy. It jg in the town of Rangoon The general plas of 
of Mange. instruction adopted iy to convey Eumpean knowledge, through the 
medium of the Burmese language. A Proportion of the echolars, however, (that is, about 
one-third,) who distinguish themselves by ability, or who are able to continne their atuiies 
for some years, will be tavght English 


16% As the schoe] has only lately Opened, no report can yet be given of the pro 
gress made. 
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itt. Throughout the Province, as eleewhere in Burmah, the great majority of the 

people are taught to read and write their own language in the 
Biudhist monasteries. There are few villages without one of theae 
establishments. The Phoongyees, or monks, are supported by the alms and offerings o 
the people, and are the national school-mastera. They iastruct the children and perfarn 
religious otficea for the parenta, In the majority of casea, the knowledge impartes| in the 
monasteries lues not exteud beyond the mere ability to read aud write. Instruction in 
Elementary Arithmetic, even, cioer not generally accompany this teaching. Still the 
encouraging fact exists, that the training required, even for elementary education, is wnder- 
gone by the majority of the people. 


] ndigeusas education. 


165. Female education is, likewise, by no means uncommon. Girls are taught im 
Female clucation. pease schoole by lay-ntssters, or by some lt who have t keu 
religious vows. They would not be adunitted at the monasteries 

160. Norma] schools have been commenced at the chief towns of the districts of 

Ychoul» opened by tha Rangoon, Laasein, Henzada, and Prome, by the American Baptist 
Auerivay Baptist) ia: Missionaries, Village schuols have alev been opened. These arc, 
Ayu Afied, 

almost entirely, for the instruction of the Karena, 


167. The greatest degree of success appears to have been achieved in the Baswein 
district, where the Reverend Mr. VanMeter iuforms me he has 38 
village scloola) The average attendance at these is 1,008 scholarn. 
These schools are, almost entirely, supported by the people themselvea “ The books are 
supplied gratia Of these schoule, cvo are Academies, in which the course of study 
embraces Arithmetic, Land Surveying, History, Geography, Astronomy, and Natural Philv- 
sophy, allin the Karen language. In the Academies also, the pupils are inatracted in 
Thevlogy, and they are carried further, in each branch of education, than the echolars in 
tle ordinary village schools. Attention is likewise paid to Burmese, as the language of 
lusiness and of intercourse, between the severalrnces inhabiting the country. 


Basovi 


168. The Government have made a donation of 2,000 Rupees to the Rangoon 
ifahgéon: Normal School, where there is an average attendance of 197 Karen 
scholare. 

169. The course of study consiste, in the English division, of History, Ancient and 
Modern, Astronomy, Arithmetic, Grammar, Composition, an! Declamation :—in the Ver- 
nacular Division, Natural Philosophy, Practical Trigonometry and Surveying, Astronomy, 
Geography, and the higher branches of Arithmetic. 


In the village echoola of the Rangoon district, there are 600 scholars The course 
of study is reading, writing, aud the firat rudiments of Arithmetic and Geography. 


170. There are 36 village schools in the Rangvon district. 


171. At Toungo», a Normal School, with 30 pupila, bas been established, and in 
Toungoo Schuols, the village schools of that district, there are about 1,000 acholara 


eee ee 
Re on Ye 
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172. Regarding the support of the schools in the Basse district, the Reverend Mr 
Van Meter remurks as follows :— 


" As to the subject of fees, I will atate, that, althonwh not formal! Y insisted upon, yet 
~ they ure virtually given, as the parents or friends of the scholars are all, if able to dos, 
"expected to give something towards the Support of the teacher ; and, in some places, a 
“Tule has been established of paying a detinite suin monthly, varying from 4 annas to 
“1 Rupee.” 


WS There are alsi schools established by the Missionaries in the districts of Han 
Henzada aud Frome 224 and Prome, but ne acculiit of them has been received. 

17+ Thodeneticial effects ef a sound education. thus imparted to a tribe which, up 

Pe > to Within twenty-five years, had no written lancunge, are incalcu- 

ge the lable The Kurens have been raised in the se :le of civilization, 

and many of this race are employed. with credit to themselves, 

mi responsible situations under Goverument = The whole system for their lnprovement, 


Which his vecn planned and carcied out hy the Missionaries, reflects upon them the high- 
Ost ererait, 


“ 






Bonefiei 
eliucation 
Koreius 


Wr5. In the distriet of Toungeo, the Kurens, hitherto unknown, have been brought 
under lustruction, chiefly through the influence of San Qua-la, himself an educated Karen, 
Pwo educated men of this race are ala emploved, in the Government Service, as Agents 
among the wild tribes, to Stop. by mom influence, their crue! wars, which are undertaken 
to obtain slaves. ‘These Agents have effected mich rood. 


'76. Hizht Burmese boys, ef ages from 7 to 12 years, have been sent to Caleutta, to 
: INstructed at the Medical C - Thev are. r 
Aly.) seit toe pide be instructe t the edical College They ire,at p eeent, being 
is Linlieal mtudents, taught the English language ns a preliminary to their medical 
education. 


177. The priacipal lines of traffic, through the Proy INCE, hitherte, have Leen the 
PUBLIC WorKs enero Creeks in the delta of the Irrawaddy and the uable river 
itself in the upper country. Qn the Eastern side of the Province ts 
the Si:touny or Sittans River, which is nut 60 favorable for naviga- 


tion as the Irrawaddy. The Popul:: tion along its banks is even leas than elsewhere 
throuchout the Province. 


Txude aaa bridgen, 


ITS. A xkeleton bap of the Province ucCOmpauies this Report, prepared by 
licitenant ko OS. Williams, of the Bengal Kugineera, Un it, the various roads 


ant other public werks of Sener utility, completed, in Progress, and projected, are 
shown, 


Kumd ecross the Toun- Bengal, acrom the Yoma Mountains of Arracan by the Toungvop 


unje Vans, Pass, wo Prome, and thence, ly the Eastern bank of the Irrawaddy, 
te Moeaday. 
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ls Is. This road has been planned, and constructed, by Lieutenant J.Q. R Forlong. 

How much acoom- Lhe total length of the road ia 157 miles, of which 90 are through a 

plished, mountainous country. The gradient never exceeds 3 feet in a 
100, the ureatest elevation of the hills ceagsed is 3,000 feet above the sea 


Ixl. The work was commenced in 1833, and, up tothe 3ist May 1556, the fullow- 
ing resulta had been obtained :— 


Road pasrable for carts, though total width unfinished ... ... 133 miles. 
Number of timber bridges finished =... wn. aus nee eee eee «So —, 
Number of bridyes with masonry abutments .., ... ... ... ty 


The number of bridges remaining to be finished is not stated in the Reports received. 
. 


Average cost per mile so far, including every charge and rep‘irs after monsoon, 
1.751 Rupeen 


¥ 192. The advanced state of the road, in March 1456, will le 
The Sth [rregular Ca: ‘ 
ot ry marched acroen hy apparent from the fact that, during that month, the 8th Irregular 
ex! a Cavalry inarched acrosa the hills, at the average speed of 3% miles 


per hour. 


18%, The highest credit ix due to Lieutenant Forlong, and the officera under him, 
for what has been accomplishe’. This ia the more temarkable in 
The work has been ‘ : ; 
well and rapidly accom & Country where, in consequence of the climate, the working-season 
i ix reduced to little more than five months of the year. 


INt. This great work has heen carrted on entirely with Burman laborers, of whom, 
afcer the expericnce of three seasons, Lieutenant Forlong remarks :— 
“ T have never geen any thing more satisfactory in India or Burmah 
‘than the work cbtained from these Burman patties, but above all, it ia, to me, full of pro- 
“anise ay to what the Burman’s capabilities for work of all kinda will yet prove. The 
“ Tudian still surpasses him slightly at earth-work on the plains, where beat is great, but 
“ot on the hills; and no Indian laborer, nor indeed Sapper, can equa! our stone-work- 
“ing and Linsting parties. The ratio of rates (for labor) will always remain to the In- 
‘dian rates as 5 to 2, making work, in this proportion, costly.” 


Hunmnene laborers. 


AS 183. In the Appeniices O. and P. will be found statements exhibiting, in detail, 
ful’ particulars of this work. 


1G. Plans and estimates for a road, from Rangoon to Prome, have been submitted, 
Htc foou Rangron to the line of which is shown in the skeleton map. ae estimate was 
ea frained by Lieutenant Scott, of the Madras Engineers. The road 
will jess trom Rangoou vii Manbee, through the district of Tharrawaddy to Poungday, 
Wheuce will be a branch road leading through a fertile district to Shwe-doung, a town of 


inportanee on the Irrawaddy. 


187. The general object of this road is to facilitate the tranuport of prodoe, oes to 
Ubject uf the road. have the ready means of marching 8 force through the district of 
j Tharrawaddy. From Poungday, this coed will be of great com- 
mercial importance, for the conveyance of grain, by carts, to. Prome end. Gheo-doung. 
It is now carried on thonsande of carta, daring the dry season, at an expense af 50 per cent 
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on the value of the load. A portion of the road has been constructed by Lieutenant 
Pollock. 


188. Full details of this road will be found in the statement of the Appendix 
marked Q. 


189. ‘Aline of Electric Telegraph, connecting Rangoon with Meeaday, has been com- 

weasaisas pleted. It is, in length, 211 miles, and the expense, exclusive of 

the cost of wire and cables, has amounted to 282 Rupees per mile 

This was compieted under the superintendence of Major DuVernet. The line was 
vpened for work in February 1856, 


190. * line of Electric Telegraph, from Rangoon to Toungoo, has been projected 
“te and is now under construction, The lines which these works follow 
a are also shown on the skeleton map. 


a 191. The planning and laying out o the town of Rangoon 
ve hw been a work of great labor and respousibility. 


192. The site of Rangoon was, original ly, well chosen by Alompra, the Burmes 
conqueror of Pegu, who peopled it, by bringing ing away the residents 
from the ancient capital of the Talaing monarchy, the city of Pegu. 

hich ra nha ‘ong been famous in the Budhist world, on account of the pues 
"hich rears its golden spire 220 feet above the platform on which the fate mare 


acompanies them, explanatory of the plan 
adopted (Appendix R). The execution of the work was entrusted to 


Captain H. P. Keighly, and right well has it been accomplished, amidst many difficulties, 


196. The city has a river fron of 3,900 yards, with an 
ae average breadth of 700, sa 


197. It is divided into large Liocks of i 860 < 800 feet, by streets of 10 


feet width. in ; 
12) First class each 11,500 square fect. ? 
24 Becond ae anor = 
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198, It was determined by Government, that the building lots, in the town of 
Ruilding lots put up Rangoon, should be put up for sale, a minimum price being fixed 
for sale. oneach lot Old inhabitants were allowed sites at the upeet prive, 
and free grants were made for places of worship. The labor of attending to the hundreds 
of claims, avd of directing and superintending the allotments and sales, devolyed upon 
Captain Sparks, the Deputy Commissioner, who carried out the ee amidst numerous 
other calls upon his time, with complete success. 


199, The result is as f ollows. Upto the 80th April 1856, there had been sold, in the 

caulte of ale upto wn, 1,323 building lots, producing 6,94,877 Rupees, and 66 lots for 
sot Apri! 1856. timber yards and suburban allotments, producing 2,12,360 Rupees, 
being a total of upwards of £90,000 sterling. The particulars of the sale of land will be 
seen in Appendix S. 


200, Much land still remains to be nese of i in ‘the town, which will be marked 
off, and sold, as required for the increasing population ; many of the Poorer classes of the 
Burmese have preferred renting lots, instead of purchasing. The yearly amount received, 
ou account of rent for such lots, is 9, 869 Rupees, which is collected minor any diffi- 
culty. : a 


201. There have been constructed, in the nue 24 miles of road, of which 6 are ‘ 
Roads in Rangoon metalled ; extensive swamps have been filled up to form building 
ile ground, To effect this, it was necessary to cart, to the epots requir- 
ing it, 276,675 cubic feet of earth, The tide has been shut out | where it used to find 
entrance. For the roads, and for swamps, the total quantity of earth removed and carted 
to an average distance of 450 yards, is 13,923, 575 eile feet, 


202. Two timber bridges, one being 105 feet | a and numerous timber and | brick 
drains, have been completed. A wharf, (godowns), for landing mili- 
tary steres, planned by Lieutenant Fraser, is nearly completed. A 
custom House wharf, with 200 feet of frontage, is ia progresa A temporary jail bas been 
constructed, and numerous buildings were urgently required for public purposes of utility, 


Bridges and bnildings 


203. In the cantonment of Rangoon, 12,640 yards of metalled road have been com- 
Works of public util. pleted, and 16,780 yards of unmetatied tnid out Ten brick beidges 
ty in the Cantonment of and drain bridges have been constructed, and five wooden bridges 
a The roads have been named, the houses numbered, the compounds 
fenced, and a general appearaoce of cleanliness and neataess maintained by the constant 
care of Brigadier Russel, commanding the station. 


20$. The whole amount hitherto expended in the town of Rangoon has been as 


fulluwa — Ra 1. P 
Roads completed and iu progress ws» 8,21,527 8 6 
eres 2 Filling swampa tres seat eal ees 49,208 4 9 
Bridgesand drains «-- «- -- «+. 48,421 0 
Wharfs (godowns included) ...  ...... 80,462 9 6 
Fish market ce: due ace aie, bas ORE RD Od Ae 
Jail wall and buildings «-- +++ serves 65,797 8 Il 
Various buildings for Government offcas 23,258 7 5 


Total, Rupees .-. 11,00473 15 3 
ee 
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Amommt expeadled in 205. In the cantonment of Rangoon, the amount expended 
cantoument. has been 


Ronlave ce). es ee bow. 1,099,294 1 4 
Bridges and Drains, ... ... ... s--- 18,855 6 8 


Total, Rupees .. 1,52,649 8 0 








A detailed statement of the nature of these works, and the oxpense incurred on oach, mil 
Le found in Appendix Q. 


a of utility 206. The following public works have been projected :— 


Firat.—A canul to open ont the head of the branch of the Irrawaddy, which leads 


down to Bassein, at the mouth of which rive: lies the Port of 
Canals. : 
Dalhousie. 


Second.— A canal to connect the Rangoon branch of the Irrawaddy, throngh the 
Pegu River, with the Sitang, This is of great importance, as the month of the Sitang 
River, by reason of shoals and the furious rush of tide called the " bore” is too dangerous 
for constant navigation. Thus, the town of Toungoo ts, during severnt months of the 


year, cut off fron. communication with Rangoon. The proposed line of this canal is 
shown in the skeleton map. 


The surveys and levels, for these two great works, have been made by Mr. Thomas 
Lovin, and arz now before Government, 


Third.—A light-house has been projected, to be placed on the Alauada Reef, which 
Light house. lies about 15 miles S. W. of the Bassein River. This light: 
house will not only be of special use tv ships bound for Dalhousie, 

Rangoon, and Maulinain, but for the whole trade between Calcntta, the Strits of Walacca, 


and China, <A reference regarding this light-house has been made to the Honorable the 
Court of Directors. 


207. <A beacon isin course of progress at the mouth of the Rangoon River. 


208. At the mouth of the Bassein River, in a position unrivalled as a port inthe 


City. oF Dalboeate. at shores of the Bay of Bengal, will be built the city of Dalhoaue. 
the mouth of the Bassein. ~The preliminary arrangements for this work have been completed, 
Cer. 


und the execution of it will form the subject of a future Report. 
Tt will suffice ere to record, that the main rvads of the city have been traced out, a 


strand road has been completed, the site of public buildings determined on, aud a pier 
is in course of construction. 


Works for irrigation. 209. F or purposes of agriculture in Pegu, the great demand 
cP promotion of agricul- 18 not for irrigation, but rather for dams, to protect the land from 
; fioods, 


210. In the delta, with an average annual fall of rain of nearly 100 inches, the 
Quantity of anou Want of moisture is not likely to be felt Higher up the country, 
oo the rain gradually diminishos down to an annual fall of aboat 25 


a 


7 wi o © Ye 
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,-»,10 30 inches on the frontier. But, there, the Irrawaddy is confined in a narrower channel 
' than the Ganges, at a similar distance from the foe Fed by We kate. of the 
Assam imountains, it rises » perpendicular height of 40 feet above its lowest level. At 
Prome, 230 miles from the sea, where the discharge is 105,000 cubic feet per second, even 
when the water is nearly at its lowest, the breadth is not more than 1,200 yards, 


211. The river, as it rises, floods, to a considerable depth, a great portion of the 
Floods ofthe Irrawad- Country adjoining the banks The whole river face of the 
dy. Tharrawaddy district is, from this cause alone, unculturable during 
the rainy season. The same obstacle prevails to a considerable extent on the opposite, or 
Western bank of the river, There the banks are high, but the river finds access, at par- 
ticular points, and submerges Jarze tracts in the interior. 


212. Ilere and there, at some points where the water enters, dams have been built 
Dams built to exdude by the inhabitants, and the effect has been beneficial. In tho Hen- 
loud, zada district, Captain Grant, the Deputy Commissioner, has erected 
two dams, at a cost of Rupees 1,300, whereby 4,399 arces of land have become available 


for cultivation. 


213. Attention has been directed to this subject, and measures have been taken for 
ascertaining the points where similar dams can be usefully built. 


214. Irrigation of rice land is carried on to a limited extent. In the district of 
Prome, the simple plan adopted is to raise the water by hand 
from ponds and lakes, distributing it by channels over the fields 
where it is required. This ig done during the months from November to April, when no 
rain falls, 


Irrigation. 


215, In the township of Mendoon, an ingenious plan is resorted to for raising water 
BS en athe from the River Mahtoon to the bank, about 18 feet high. A light 
wheels in the township wheel, turned by the stream, raises water in bamboo buckets, which 
Mig) are attached to the circumference of the wheel, and discharges the 
fluid into troughs, from whenee it is conveyed to the fields adjoining. Thus a stream of 


water, day and night, is poured in to fertilize the evil. 


7~ 216. <A description of this simple, but efficient contrivance, is given by Lieutenant 
” Wescribed by Licute Oakes, Madras Engineers, in his Report oa Mendoon, which has 
cant Oakes, been published in Na XV. of the Selections from the Records of 


the Government of Inidia. 


217. Captain Brown has laid out the town of Mengyee as the chief stution ot the 
Mengyeein Tharrawad- ‘Lharrawaddy district, It stands 2 miles from the bank of the 
dy laid out as a station. Jrrawaddy, which is too liable to inundation to be occupied. A 
jai and a court-house have been erected. From the river bank, o raised causeway, 
4,409 yarda long and containing 54,673 cubic yards of earth, has been constructed. The “ 
coat incurred was Rupees 7,884. This work connects the station of Mengyee with the 


river, 
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POST OFFICE. 


218. From the nature of the country in Pegu, the difficulty of travelling is great 
and the rate of the mails can scarcely be considered aatistactory. 
Taking Rangoon as the centre of departure, the mails aro conveyed 
ieee ae oo up the Irrawaddy by the river-steamers uniformly throughout the 

year. They are despatched about once a week, and their rate of 
steaming agaiust the stream is 4 miles the hour, including stoppages 


Routes, 


219. The mails to Touagoo are conveyed, in the dry season, partly by land, and 
Maile up Sitang River Partly by water. In the rains, altogether by water. The rate of 
to Toungoo. : travelling along this line is any thing but satisfactory. In the 
rainy season, the boats can, with difficulty, stem the strong current of the Sitang, and 
grent delay occurs. The canal, proposed to connect the Rangoon River with the Sitang, 
will admit of steamers geing from Rangoon throughout the whole distance. 

220. From Rangoon to Basscin, the mails are carried by boat through the creeke of 
Msii7 6 Tama the delta ‘By reason of the winding channels, the distance traversed 
eo mets about 200 miles. The passage Ovcupies, on the average, four 

days, Considering that the tide is frequent] y adverse, this tine is satisf actory. 


221. A mail is carried, three times a week, acrosa the hills, from the shore of the 
LA Le a ni * , 8 q 
Mails by laod frem Bay of | engal to Thayet-rayo. This gives a land communication 





Armcan. from Caleutta to Upper Pegu vid Arracan. Sufficient time hes 
net been allowed, siuce the establishment of runners was put on an efficient footing, to 
judge of the success of this Measure. acl | 
° | ’ -_ 4 7 + 
3 -— — cae ro : 
MARINE. — 
| — 


222. Only one Sea-steamer, the F nlerprize, is"attached to the Province. She is 

SeaStcamersand other 8tatiuned in the Bassein istrict, A small schooner, the Hensai 

shige Queen, of 100 tons, is employed, chiefly, in conveying commis 
sariat stores, 


223. Six river-steamers, with aix flats or troop vessels attached, keep up reguler 
communication between Rangoonandall the atations on the River 
Irrawaddy, as far as Mecaday. The Steamer Diana is stationed 
at the frontier to be available for any emergency. In Appendix T. will be foond a 
tabular statement of the sea and rivor-steamera These vessels convey, up the river, the 
whole of the commissariat and other stores required for the force ; they effect the relief 
of troops and carry the maila 


Iinjand navigation, 


_ Porte, harbours, and situated 25 miles from the Sea, on a branch of the Irrawaddy.. 
lighta, A light-vessel is stationed 7 tiles from the mouth of the river. 
This arrangement has Leen Pronounced, by high naval authority, preferable to a light- 


ie, i — 
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house on shore. The trade of Rangoon has already been dencribed i 
152, and Appendices J. to N. in paras 149 to 


—_— situated in a sheltered position, which, for many years, has attracted 

the attention of naval officers, as supplying all tha’, is required for 

a harbour of refuge. From its geogrephical position, it is admirably adapted for a port 

of call; and placed as it 39 at the natural ontlet of a vast tract of fertile country, it 
must become a mart of importance, 


226. A light-house is proposed, as alread tioned, 
Reef ¥ menti to 
Alguaia Heel Wig be erected on the Alguada Reef, about 15 miles from the harbour 


227. In Rangoon, portdues are levied, at the rate of 4 annns a ton, on ships 
ROB RE SE entering the port. Pilots receive licenses, after examination, as to 
. their qualifications, and are entitled to receive pilotage at stated 

rates, according to the draft of water of the vessel piloted. Similar rules exist at Dal. 


housie. 


FINANCIAL 


228, Under the head of “Revenue,” an account has already been given of the several 
ments, Contingencies. § revenue exceeded thirty lakhs or £300,000 sterling. The ex- 
penditure on public buildings, and works of general utility, has also been shown in paras, 
204 and 205. It is now intended to exhibit the whole of the charges for the civil es- 
tablishments, including all disbursements, regular and contingent. They are as follows :— 


Judicial, including the Civil and Criminal Court, the Police, 


the Jaile, and Contingent expenses... 0. +. srs ase Rs, 9,78668 0 0 
Revenue ... coo cis. Aenecl enbtl SMES | eae” "-oonlbepa (lesa »  2,16,470 0 0 
Customs ... be ‘ede =m SEEM Geo Coan pa 62,524 0 0 
Moring sec occ. eda -dek. Mii tees cst 00 Uns == sce. ae OE EO 
General 2° n.d Make AC Sys ine ea eee ee 

Total, . Ha 17,01,181 1 4 


Detailed particulars will be found in Appendix U. 


. * * ~ > three- 
229, The ordinary civil expenditure of the Province, therefore, is, now, not 
fifths of the income, and while the land revenue will probably increase rapidly, there is 
no prospect of a corresponding increase of expenditure 








a 
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POLITICAL. 


930. Only one Foreign State, of importance, borders on Pegu, namely, the kingdum 
Relations with origh. Of Ava, or, as the people themselves style it, Burmab Land Sine 
toring Foreign Btatea =8=©Pery became a British territory, the present King has deposed his 
half-brother, and the ex-monarch is now kept in close captivity. The King of Ava be 
beea studiously conciliatory in his intercourse with the British Government. Complaints 
of outrages, committed by Burmeas subjects on the frontier, have met with reacy atter- 
tion and redress. The internal policy of the King has been to impose as few direct tazce 


as possible, aud to raise a revenue, by monopolies, of the principal articles of produce. 
This is doing much harm, and must come to an end, ere long. 


231. The mission to the King, from the Governor General of India, which pr- 
ceeded to the capital in the autumn of 1855, was received with 
Mission to Amarapoora. 


: much distinction, Asan account of that misaion is about to be 
published, it is not necessary to give any details of it here. 


232. 





On the East of the Toungoo district, and bordering on the River Sclween, is 
an elevated plateau of lund, some 1,500 feet above the sea, sed 
Red Karen Tribes. ‘ : ; ° : 
believed to contain about 800 square miles of territory. This ple 
teau is inhaLited by a race called by the Burmese “ Karen-nee” or “ Red Karena.” They 
are apparently more nearly allied to the Shan race than to the Karena There are several 
chiefs among them, who, up to within the last four or five yeara, have been independent 
The Burmese have been making encruachments in that direction, and earnest appeals for 
protection have been mado by the leading Karen-nee chiefs to the British Government 
They have been active in supplying cattle required for the troops at Toungoo, and are 
anxious to open a road through their territory by which the Shan caravaoa would be able 
to come direct to Toungoo. An agent, on the part of the British Government, haa been 
atationed in the Karcn-nee country, and measures have been adopted to ascertain the 
best route by which a road, passable for laden cattle, can be opened. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 





233. Attempts bave been made to take a census of the Province Returns have 
as been obtained, but they are, generally, quite untrustworthy, Tbs 


arises, not from any objection on the part of the people to give 
information, but, entirely, from the carelessness of the village officers, through whom the 


census, necesaanly, is made. The returns, hitherto obtained, give a population # 
follows:— 


POM ee ee Tee! ne can etc pes. eae el F,B08 


Women... ... ooo tee wee cee 204,298 
Boys of 16 pearwanal Wales san 84,215 


Girlsof 15 yearsand under ... ... ., 76,444 





Total ... 5,82,253 


The partaculars of esch district will be found in the Appendix V. 
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234 From general observation, it is believed, that the districts of Basseia and 
Rangoon contain ebout three times the number of prople that are shown. This is, also, 
the opinion of the officers in charge of those districta The total population of the Pro. 
vince is probably about a million and a quarter of soula. 


235, This, even, is a very emall number for the extensive area, being not more than 
about 38 souls to the equare mile, The causes of thia pancity of 
population among a vigorous, weil developed race, like the Barmese 
and Talaings, are not apparent. 


Population scanty. 


236. The Burmese and Talaings have, probably, inhabited the a7 y of the Irra- 
Probable causes of W&ddy for three thousand yeara Why they should not, in that time, 
paucity of inbabitant, ave increased and multiplied i in the same ratio as Indians or 
Chinese have done, is an intereating subject of i inquiry. They are a an agricultural: “race, 
they live comfortably, in houses raised in platforms from t the. grourd ; ‘and the prolificness 
of the women is undoubted But a vast Proportion of the children die before reaching 
maturity. This appesra to be admitted by ali ) persons who have paid attention to the 
subject. The cause of this mor wality I have never heard -eatiafactorily accounted for. 
But the carelessness by which the ‘Youngest children are allowed to eat wild fruite of 

intense acidity, sufficiently acccunts for their ait bowel complaints 
. ox - 
237. It isan obvious remedy, for a thinly Por ulate country, to encourage immigra- 
Advantages offered to tion, especially when there | are extensive plains of ‘unoccupied fertile 
immigrants, land. To encourage settlers in Pegn, waste lands have heen offe sad 
on liberal terms. Leases are, in the first instance, given for periods extending from eight 
to sixiy-four years, aucording to the nature of the land. Half of the period, the land is 
rent-free ; the assesament then gradually nses to a Rupeo and a half the ‘acre, Subse- 
quent asseasments will be, for twenty years, at rates not exceeding: those. placed on 
adjoining lands, One-fourth of the whole area is allowed free, on account, of roads, houses, 
uoculturable land, &a India is the oaly country ‘to look to for 2 setslers. The countries in 
the immediate vicinity of the Province of Pegu, are too thinly peopled to admit of emigra- 
tion, From the Burmese dominions, no woman a allowed togo out For the aame reasons, 
Chinese, as Celoniats, are worthless, The Shan States, are talked of as likely to afford 
settlers) The Shaos are a fine thrifty race ; but the distancethey have to traverse is con 
sidernble, and the intervening country full of difficulties for women and childten. Bengal 
and the Madras Coast, then are the countries to look to. With fertile land now offered 
to settlers, on advantageous terma, in a healthy climate, it will be strange indeed, if men 
of enterprise cannot be found, to colonise estates on the banks of the Irrawaddy. 








238. Under the head of “ Revenue,” the rude agricalture of the Barmae hos alseady 
Ageichataica. been mentioned. In the lower part of the country, the soil ir, natu- 
vally, 80 fertile, that the graim is carelemly sown broed cast’ The 
land is sometimes not even soratabed with the primitive harrow, os wooden rake, fn ordi- 
nary use, but is trampled by baffaloes, until brought to the consistency of log mad, end 
the seed then euattered over it. In (he upper part of tbe country, however, the rice plants 
are transplanted, More care probably is takew with tobscoo caltivation than say thing 
ele. The plents are set in pees eee pes re frery 
thing alae is left pretty much to patara PORE NE 
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239. Cotton is produced in considerable quantities in the uplands of the Proving, 

\¢ finds 8 market ia China, and fetches, in Amarapoora, about three. 

ee ae pence s pound, The efforts to introduce foreign cotton hara 

hitherto, been unsuccessful. The seed has, invariably, proved bad. Some Pernanhep 
cotton-seed has germinated, and is now being tried in the Tharrawaddy diatrict 


240, An attempt has been made to introduce the Malay plough. .A few were pro 

cured from Penang, at the recommendation of Mr. O'Riley, the 

pent Eaaeene Assistant Commissioner at Toungoo, who had wituessed the wark- 

ing of this plough in the Straits’ Settlementa The Reports hitherto received regarding 

this experiment have not been favorable. No Burman has been persuaded to use one of 
the ploughs 


241. Bulls of the Nellore and Mysore breeds have been imported, and seot to the 

at different districts, The cattle of the Province possess high courage, 

and may emphatically be called “thorough-bred.” The game 

spirit they show, in dragging heavy carta over bad roads, has constantly excited the edmi- 

ration of officers and men on along march. But they want height, and that quality the 

Nellore and Mysore bulls are well calculated to give their progeny. It is too soon yet to 
pronounce with certainty upon the success of this experiment. 


242 Sheep farms have succeeded beyond expeciastion. The stock was chiefly from 
aie. tank the North-Western Provinces of India. This interesting experi- 
ment was first made under the superintendence of Lieutevant A. D. 
Dickens, of the Bengal Army, Commissariat, It is but justice to that officer to notice, 
that much depended on the care taken at the beginning, and the undertaking was quite 
successful, The breeding establishments are near Thayet-myo, where the climate apd 
pasturage are congenial to the animals, The introduction of this animal will be a greek 
benefit to the country. 


243, The teak foresta of Pega have been fully reported on by the late Superin- 
: a. tendent, Dr. McClelland. His Reports have been published in No. 
XI of the Printed Records of the Go:ernment of India. It will 


not, therefore, be necemary to do more than advert to the general results of forest manage 
ment so far. 


244, Under the Burmese Government, teak trees, of all ages and sizes, were cut 
Waste of trees ander own, without the slightest care being taken to prevent waste. 
the Burman Guveranent. A small feo was paid by foresters to the Thoogyee, or other 
authority of the district, in which the trees were situated, and no restriction appeare t0 
have been put upon felling. 


Pas 245. When the logs were brought to market, a duty of 10 per 
py nee. cent. was levied, either in money or in kind. 


246. Those teak forests which were situated in positions easy of access, may be wid 
Teck forests moch wasted, °2 Dave been utterly worked out, But many thousands of 

fine trece remain on the higher cidges of the Central Yoma Dr. 
McClelland estimated that the number of teak trees now growing, of eighteen inches 


NY a7, — eee tee: ae pe a Ee. SS at 
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(~ estimated number of ad upwards in girth, amounted te more than 6,50,000, He 

ak tees growing. calculated that, as a teak tree took about fifty years to come to 
maturity, this would allow about 13,000 trees to be brought yearly to market. It has 
been ascertained that there is no deficiency of seedlings in the forest. Teak is considered 
as being io the proportion of not more than 2 pér cent. of all the forest trees within the 
tracts of country considered teak forests. 


247. After the Province had been annexed, it was found, that there was a large 

Uld felled timber, when Quantity of felled teak timber lying in the forests, which was 

Pega be became a British regarded as private property. Though this might have admitted 

of dispute, yet, aa the owners were principally the peasants 

living in the villages adjoining the forests, it was considered equitable to grant a certain 

pericd, within which they were allowed to briug away their timber, which had been 
felled before Pegu became a British Province. 


248. For the Southern forests adjoiniug Rangoon, the owners were allowed, up to 

Fixed period for ee the end of May 1854, to remove their felled timber. After that 

oS old feed period, all felled timber, in those forests, became indisputably the 

property of Government. For Toungoo and Tharrawaddy, where 

local difficulties had prevented the people from dragging their timber out of the forests, the 
period was extended up to the Ist January 1856. 


249, In the Prome district, where timber was urgently required for the Public Works, 
Prome forests. owners were encouraged to bring it in for sale. 


250. On all timber brought to market by the owners, under the above provisions, 
Duty placed on timber an ad valorem. duty, equal to 15 per cent, wae first levied as a tem- 
Sought to market porary measure, and afterwards 4 Rapees on each log, without 
reference to aize or valua This arrangement continued to have effect until the lst of 
January 1856. 


251. The felled timber, and killed trees in the Southern forests, were sold to 

An fi contractors during the summer of 1854, The contractors were 
scuthera forest. Rg required to remove the timber within twelve montha The 
amount produced by this sale was 33,400 Rupees, being at the rate of about 64 Rupees 
log or tree, The contractors were, however, unable to bring away the whole of the 


uber, and the contract has been finally abandoned. 
952 The ont-turn of timber revenue, for 1855-56, was as 


Timber 
1855-56, reendeaer 


follows :-— 
Re As P. 
Timber duty .... ese ser cos" -98 mae ites 61,346 11 11 
Confiscated timber ...  -«. cee eet tenets 2279 4 0 
Unclaimed timber i 1,000 8 10 


Collected on account of sale of trees standing 
and felled in the Southern forests .-. -- 16,967 6 9 
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253. By lst January 1856, then, the whole of the forests had either been cleared of 

Forests under the man- timber belonging to private parties, or what remained, became the 

ret snc Se private property of Government. Under Dr. Brandis, the pew 
1856. 


Superintendent, the following arrangement bas been made fe 
working them :— 


Priavipte of whidhthe First.—Trees to be killed and felled under direction of the 


(oresta are tobe worked: forest, officers, by contract with the inhabitants of the villagn 
adjoing the forests, 


Second.—The timber to be dragged and floated to Rangoon on the Covernmeat 
account, either by villagers or others, as may be found most convenient ; and hy contzect, 
at a fixed rate per tree, whenever such an arrangement can be made. 


Thivd.—Periodical sales of the timber to be held on Government account st 
Ranyoon. 


254. It is not to’ be expected, that one plan, similar in all details, can be carried ou 
Detail: will yary in in every district, but it is believed that the principles above men- 
ile scyere)  distriors tioned can be made generally applicable. In come districts, where 


the villagers have nof the nieans of dragging the timber to water at their disposal, 
Government elephants might be employed. 


255. The preservation of the forests from destruction by the hill tribes, whea 
Prescrvation and rena. Preparing their plantations, is of great importance. These rude 
neon ot enous people first fell the trees and then set fire to the whole masa The 
number of trees destroyed by thie primitive style of husbandry is very Jarge. Means 
have been taken to check ti..s destruction, and rules on the subject are being prepared 


for general observance. Dr, Brandis is also engaged in concerting measures for providing 
nurseries for young plants. 


MINING. 


“36. A vein of coal was discovered mear Thayet-myo, after unwearied search, by 

es Captain White, Ass‘stant Commissioner. It promised exceed: 
ingly well, but on the locality being inspected by Professor Oldham, 

he pronounced that the vein had come to an end. Professor Oldham appeared to be of 
opinion, that it waz not probable any extensive coal deposit would be discovered in Pegu. 


Re 257. Lime is found, in considerable quantities, in the districts 
of Bassein and Prome, and also in Toungoo, East of the Sitang 
River. 


258. Iron used, formerly, to be smelted from nodules of iron-stone, found ebun- 
Iron. dantly, on the surface, on the East bank of the Irrawaddy between 


Prome and Meeaday. The work has been abandoned, as English 
iron can be procured cheaper than this indigenous metal. 











ecihikete last two seasons, with four. The interruptions to continued work 
have been frequent. Several Karen youg men have been employed as 
native surveyors, of whom eight or nine have proved of “ real value.” 


261, Notwithstanding the numerous interruptions by officers being changed, and 
ee a = to other appointments, the following results, up to S0th 


14,000 square miles of country surveyed. 

Expense, including every charge, nearly 7 Rupees a square mile. 

A map of the country, compiled from previous surveys, and including the work 
so far, 


This was much wanted. It has been submitted for the purpose of being 
lithographed. 
262. The whole has been accomplished in a manner highly satisfactory, and very 
creditable to Lieutenant Williams and the officers employed under him, 


263, No regular Geological Survey has been made, but Professor Oldham has 
examined the Irrawaddy yalley from the sea u to Tsan-pai-na-go, 
ae 60'telles: beyonil' Atesrtpsucs, De Mean kee fecal 
Geological map, exhibiting the main features of the whole tract of country lying between 
the Irrawaddy and Sitang Rivers, and Mr. O'Riley has done the same for the Toungoo 
district. These maps have been submitted to Government with reference to Mr. Gree- 
nough’s Geological map of Fadia. 


26%. Continued efforts have been made, but without success, to establish vaccination 
in Pegu. Children, (of the Karen tribe), were sent up to Calcutta, 
under charge of Dr. Dawson, an American Physician Missionary. 
They were vaccinated there, and some again on the passage back, so as to ensure fresh 
lyiaph to operate with on their return to Rangoon. For about six weeks, that is, through- 
out February 1855, the vaccine was successfully established in Rangoon. By the end 
of March, the Superintending Surgeon, Dr. Forsyth, reports that it had become altogether 


elicte, 


265. The Burmese practise inoculation, which, if done ra aa means 50 

atati dangerous as is generally supposed :—at all events, it affords some 
yihin protection against small-pox, which vaccination, in these latitudes, 
‘toes not, Long experience in Arracan and the Tenasserim Provinces has proved this 


266. A Charitable Dispensary has been established in the town of Rangoon, chiefly 
Hospitals and Dispen- for out-door patients, This is partly supported by voluntary 
= subscription, to the extent of about 150 Rupees per mensem- 
The Government contribute the building, medicines, and medical attendance. Attached 


Vaccination. 
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to the Dispensary is a ward for the reception of sailors, who are charged at tho rate of 12 
avuas per day. This institution has been of considerable benefit to the indigent poor of 
Rangoon and the vicinity. Sanction has been given for the erection of a General Hospital 
in Rangoon, with a separate ward for Insane Patients, 


GENERAL RESULTS. 


267. The prominent facts connected with the administration of the Province of 
Pegu, for three years, under British Rule, having been narrated, it may be proper to add 
a few words explanatory of the general results, when comipared with the status of the 
country under the previous Government. It has been observed that, in the Northern 
portion of the Province, the people, fearful of being again abandoned, for eome time stood 
aloof from the British functionaries. Such a feeling of distrust would naturally tend to 
retard improvement, and neutralize all measures for amelioration. The difficulty of 
rousing the masses from the sloth of ages, would, in any case, have been considerable, but 
when to this was added their inertness, resulting from mistrust, and the fear of future 
vengeance, the remedy for such a condition appeared distant indeed. As this feeling, among 
the people, subsided, the country began to feel the benefit of the change of Govern- 
ment, and the machinery having once been fairly set in motion, the improvement 
has been rapid, 


268. The most prominent of the material benefits derived by the people are, the 
Benefits resultingfrom Sbolition of forced labor, and the wonderful impulse given to 
Britis Hale. industry from the free export of grain. The first measure has 
removed a load, which bowed the people to the dust ; the second has imparted # value to 
landed property, which, unless in exceptional cases, it had not before. Although the 
amount of taxation now is, perhaps, greater than under the Burmese Government, and the 
collection of it more troublesome to the people, yet it is paid in with mi h grivter case, 
and the people know what they are required to pay. They have acquired firm confidence, 
that a fair rate will be taken, and no more. One great source of annoyance and: loss to 
the people has heen removed by the introduction of a coiz of fixed value, Every payment 
formerly had to be made by weight of silver bullion, and the silver tendered had to be 
assayed, whenever passed from hand to hand. The loss on this continual melting up 
was very great, and the frauds practised on the poor and ignorant may well be imagined. 
By the introduction of coin, dealings of every kind have become more certain, and there- 
fore more frequent. By this facility afforded to dealings, and by the abolition of transit 
duties, internal trade has greatly increased, and the diffusion of wealth and comfort among 
the people is a subject of general remark. But the most important benefit conferred by 
the introduction of British rule, is the repression of crime, hitherto fostered and encouraged 
by Government officers. 





269. Whatever increase may hereafter take place in the external trade of Pegu, 
“Future prospects of must depend primarily on increased consumption by the inhabitants 
commerce. of the Province and the countries immediately adjoining. There 
appears no prospect at all of Pegu becoming the high road of an extensive commerce? 
to any portion of the Chinese dominions. The external markets to be reached are the 
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Shan States and the Chinese Province of Yunadn wid Avo. For the fret, the trade is 
limited, and merchandize being, from the nature of the country, carried oo the backs of 
bullocks, the trade can scarcely increase, until an entirely different state of circumstances 
shall arise. 


270. Foreign manufactures, (Cutton Gouds), are, for the most part, steadily proscribed 
entry into Yundn, and no raw produce® is allowed to pass out. Raw Cotton is carried 
in large quantities from Ava, to supply their own looms Considering that this has 
a land carringe of some 300 or 400 milea, after leaving tbe boats on the Irrawaddy, 
British manufactured goods, unless of the finer sorts, can ecareely bear the carriave. 


271. The whole population dwelling in the country, drained by the Irrawaddy and 
Lituit of population to the Salween Rivers, aud their tributaries, which can profitably be 
eee ae CAA oNuu* gupplied with foreign articles by ships trading to the Gulf of Mar- 
tahun, taban, does net exceed seven millions of souls That population 
will, no doubt, take a Sarger proportion of foreign manufactured goods than a similar 
number of Indians would, but the amount of population stated is the limit, and cxpects- 


tion of a vast trade, through these countries, cannot be realized. 


wiz. The Commissioner desires to record lis deep sense of the meritorious services 
of the following officers, who have been employed in the Civil Ad- 
ministration of the Province throughout the period reported on. 
He fecls that the improvement, which bas been brought about, is to be ascribed to the 
care, diligence, and ability which tley have manifested in their several districta and 
departments :— 


Conclusion. 


das Depuly Cumniasionera and Assielant Commissionera, in charge of Districta. 


Captain T. P. Sparks, Captain D. Brown, 
Major A, Fytche, Captain C.D. Grant, 
Captain T. Latter (the late,) E. O'Riley, Esquire. 
Captain R, D. Arcdagh, 

Ay Ifagtstrute of Rungoon. Cantonment Magistrate. 
D, T. Morton, Esquire. Captain Herbert Lloyd. 


As Aesistant Conimiasioners. 
Captain G. F. D’Oyly. | Captain J. S. D. White. 
Lieutenant M. Lloyd. 


Extra Assistants. 


G. E. Barr, Esquire. T. J. Fallon, Esquire. 
Collectors of Customs. 

R. 8. Edwards, Esquire, who also Captain C. A Rocke. 
rendered essential service dur- H. 3f. Low, Esquire. 
ing the War. D. F. Lonsdale, Esquire. 

eS ; 











° Raw Silk they allow. 
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The Commandant of the Pegu Light Infantry, Major W. F. Nuthall, has, from the 
first, rendered important assistance with his Battalion, in reducing the country to order 


The Steam Flotilla on the Irrawaddy has been under the charge of Captain A 
Brooking, whose services, during the war, are well known to tle Government, 


The duties of Master Attendant at Rangoon have, from the first occupation of the 
port, been ably discharged by Captain H. Lewis, 


(Signed) A. P. PHAYRE, 
Commusstoner of Pegu 


—— Se ee - 








APPENDICES. 
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A, 


STATEMENT of Crimce ascertained to have been committed in the Province of Pegy, 
during the year 1895. 









mis- 
, Joint 


Crimes, 


Deputy 
sioner. 


Magistrate. 
Cantonment 
Bassvin 
Prome. 
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First Class. : 
AliCames attended with Murder, or 
Wounding ith intext (2 merder. : 
1} 3] Oo 0 6} 10; 1) 6 26 0a 0 000 
1, Murder | O| a 0 0 3) (0 o;| 2 6 0 0 0 00 0 
2. Gang-rolibery and River- dacoity 2 of a 0 OF G 0 2} 300 0 fn 000 
3. Hixhway-robbery aq oo 60 0 q OF 60 0 09 4 00 0 
4. Burglary .| 0 of oO of of a oF of of G©00 O80 
&. Theft aa 0 o| a v 2 Oo 0 60 2 000 000 
GB. Cattle-stenting 1 oO} 6 0 Oo lt O O y 00 0 0 0 0 
7, Wounding with Intent to murder ) 
Second Class. 
1. Cialpaide Tnimicide > 2 0 O f He |) | 5 06 0 00 0 
¥. Radearot tars with Wounding ... 1 1 js ! yo 4 4) 950 0 GO 4 0 «(0 
4. Highway-rubbery quis we] O 01.90 0 o 6 6O} 60 0 0 00 0 0 0 | 
1. Bury lary ditto nA a 0 O 0 o|} 2 2| li 8 O 100 { 
5. Tutt ditte | 0) 0 o 1 0 2 00 0 0 0 0 
. nett mee As id a 0; 1 0 1 0; 06 2 43 0 0 48 06 0 | 
Assault ithe or t 
injury ree 40) OO} sa], 0} 12 43 00 0 00 0 
8. Arsen and Incendinzism wd 1 # Oo 0 1} 1 7 000 000 
9, Raye | “Ot BON ? 4) 1 13 000 0 0 0 
10. A ith Ri h of tb 
eS 1 Riot or Breach o ee ok MACE ’ 4 ; ax 0 Fn ce 
Thre Charen. 
1. Gany-robbery, inetudinguuriver...; 2) 0) @ 11 4] gt] 5 ieee % : 
a 4 ghway-roblery 0) Oo, 60 1 2, 8 934 0 
8. Burglary a A sp 12,070 12 9 
4, Theft «| 112 191) 65) 300; 181) 3158) 12 779 a4 
5. Cattlu-stealing a” 3 UO}. S)lCi ST SS ’ 
" 
Fourth Claas, 
‘ 
1. Receiving stolen p Jee | eee & 10) 1 158 0 0 é 6 P 
2. sae nee for pe aniite Sha 0 0 0 
| O} O] GC 0 g : 5 ret 
4 Ditto fer other illegal purposes ...| Of OF 1 0 . 
5 y mportation of 8 Pov ‘ 0 ° TY] if QO 000 00 | 
Countertyitin Gil oF utte ug 
«ral, oain i 1 : , ; 1 | oy ta fe > 
oe 2 0 0 0 
i. Perry or Suboraation of Perju 1) 2 0O 3 3} 0 0 ¢ 3, 
Adultery co vy) of of 12 2 0 00 0 09 
% Attempt to commit "py of the a 000 0° 
above 4 ‘ 
Fifth Class. 
\. Crimes and 
bere eee ae ape | oo! eis 886 86 
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( iii ) 
GC. 


RETURN of the number of Prisoners in each Jail of the Province, during the year 1855. 






number of 
Drisooere throughout 


the year daly in Jail 


Distaicta, 


Average 
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COMPAMALIVE STATEMENT of the Value of Civil Cases inetituted in the Courts of the 
Town of Iangoon, during the year 1865. 
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MEMO. of Export of Rice and Paddy from Rangoon, Dalhousie, Thayet-myo, ond Touangoo, 
Jor three years. 






Prac on Fort. 





Rangoon 








| 
Duihousle ee ~ 1,988 | 4 6,548 | 14 24,619 | 15 
Trayet-myo .. «| tea | 7 | 60,990 127.160 | 7 
Tonugeo - be 0; 0 0 0 0 





Total .. ae 734 | 31 80,388 | 14] 1,236,674 | 76 | 2,2$,406 | 101 








Nott,—Tho Thret-myo Custorn House having been dostroyod by fire in April 1936, the quantity of Rice experied 
in March.amd a part of April, oainot be yiven. Probably 6,000 tons should be ndded to tho quantity exported trom 
Thyet-a130 in 1865-56 hure shown. 


KE. 


ABSTRACL STATEMENT of the Value of Imports and Exports to, and feo, the Port 
of Rangoon, for three yeare. 





Valuo of Imports. 'Valce of Exports,| Total Value, 





Ynane 


Ruypoes, Rupecs. Rsipecs. 

















1£53-54 ee oe A “ s + ee 52,273,150 25,902,926 78,16,976 
1054.85 - 4 SPRtt 90,838,650 24c4o91 | 1,14,77,961 
1885-56 e ee e ee eo 1,06,99,024 37,03, 487 1,43, 96,511 

2,49, 48, 824 87,41, 708 434,00,598 
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K.—(Continued.) 


DETAIE. of Export of Rice and Paddy from Rangoon fo the seceral Ports or Countries, 
daring the gear 1855-56. 























Name oF Porton Corstry. | Quantity of Grain. Value. Rewargs. 
| 

Tous, Iba, Ra. As, P. 

United Kingdom ..,0 ws. seers] 90,549 10,61,839 13. 5 
AULWEFP. ces dan, Se nee ee 4,555 9 L75074 0 0 
Rotterdam ** ste «ese Seen 4,121 ll 1,35,567 6 0 
Havre oe ee ** ** “* eee 476 12 18,361 4 0 
(Thine: oi. cos’ See: agua Hen) wayee 2,097 7 68,172 8 6 
traits of Malacca... “+e “ee +r 10,500 2 3,42,644 16 1} 
Nlouluein 34s eint- Ge dean 478 8 15,035 12 0 
Ma a** *e  . “+ eee or 287 4 4,843 0 0 
ATYOCAR. “Wc Paae? Ge) xt. ete 73 11 2400 0 0 
TRVGY urs ode kbs perk shea hes 7 9 2,690 0 0 
Total sae eetvnet «= HG, 493 75 | 18,26,628 11 4 

K.—(Continued.) 


NUMBER of Vessels cleared out of the Port of Rangoon, and the total quantif: of Toanage, 
during 1855-56. 








NUMBER OF VEaSsFLs. ToxNaGe. 
456 1,31,546 
L. 
ABSTBACT STATEMENT of the Value of Imports and Exports to, and from, the Port of 
} Dalhousie for three years. 











Valae of 4 -potal value. 


Exports. 
Rewarce. 





Rupees. Rapees. 


83,341 | 3,07,563 
$56,979 | 8,683,579 
5,33,279 } 8,37,183 


17,238,265 





8,732,889 





° re. * f, ” = eer oP al se | 











ccc tt 


_ 


S #1 #58'CO'C: es Stl asz‘to'a Ties 0 0 36S‘9 eg? & geome OL 

















019 ZL9'BL"t 0 Gt Fl gii'sZ't 0 0 $ 8ss [+= @AOQ’ 34 DI pepapont you szapang 
: E29 | 7s *¢) galqiBg aywANg 104 Ss 
0 8 $2629 | 0 pe ge veh! 0 0 0 0 | d Aye 
0 00 | 0 00 0 0 00 0 ee ee OE): 20.7 
n 0 osi | “O(-1°BI-Z£ FUN} 0 O OSI "OT Bi-l 9gU0} 0) 0 0 ee s*« ee te ee 41° 
ie GLI | weopsis yp eI strc} 0 O 9F9'9 | 'Sa0TTed JFL 0 8 gc09 | *PzZ.ePp Megs f° oT! OR ORR Teoma 
; Tl St 188% | "Bucs 6g lL SI 188 | U0 Gg 0 0 0 0 a es eee ce 8 |. AaQmIND 
|» 6 LEI's | ‘spask 5 IG'g 9 6 LEei's ‘spaed ¢[e'g 00 0 4) % “i af "° 0771(T  UETJOO My 
i 
: 0 0 0 | 4) 00 O 0 0 0 0 4) « ee *% "OWE LS 
_— | & Fl stor 4) 2 Ft 86e'08 0 000 | 4) ss tt se BPOOE) ODAI1q TOAD 
‘d ‘ey ‘sy we ay “ST ‘d “sy ‘BY 
— 
"onjR | “£4ynwnd "anva : “AITAH 
i : 
“ONIEA FHIOT, “AyyaENy [FIO], acre ———— . we | ‘BITIILEY 
‘BLUOd @aHLO 12 KOU T ) “ROQONIY (ILING ROBT | 


‘OSRL Pedy ying OF GeRE Auge fo 78) ay) wos ‘arenoyyn¢y fo 240g 37 JO ap4orkuy fo sajonsy qudraut4g 44) fo oAIN,{ pun punonp ays fo LNARALVLS LOFYLSE ¥" 


{ pantw2n0jJ—'} 


a KL 





( xiv ) 


0 & 
0 0 
0 $ 
0 0 
fs 
0 


8 ST 


06 
9€6'0I 
SE8'Z 
ce0'ce't 


‘d Sv *a 


— es eee = ~~ 


“ONR g [OT 


0 |9 jo 
0 |0 | 0 
o 1 # UE 
is |S '0 
G ST | 89 
. |0 | O51 
Stor 


ket 


aagy Weel "SUOT 


rrr 
mm ea =. se 


‘Apyaeng [moy 


| 
os giotree | “f° eves Fort see's jcc} “Mos 
0 & 2S8't! 0 |o /0 0 0 O9LF 0 |0 | 0 
0 0 o0s's 010 |0 00 0 0 |0 lo 
0 0 9 (/0 10 0 S & coi Fs 
0 0 06 ie |g 10 000 0 ;0 /;0 
0 0 &68‘Or lo 6 | £9 ore Pe 2 41k tO 
0 0 ¢cLLz mo La GIT 00 89 ojo ({t 
0 9 40st: T |O | or] eset | 8 G s‘oo's | 1 | FL) L221 
‘Ad SV 8H MO) INO] “BUr | -d SY SU BD)/34Q)  “FNOT, 
: 
| 
| “ANT | ‘AyUEN?) ronte, “AqyjuBng 


| 


eee 


"SL1H0q UAHLO TIV OJ, 


a 





‘KOGDAIY GILIN,| OL 








eA0g’ O43 Ot popniam you coupung 


-*  gunweany 





: af -*  moH] pas eopiyy 

. Pe ae “+ OUT YR 

: * 4: “+s pang 

A - 7 oo +gaquey 

; i. Lg “+ 89 gory 
‘G2 TILEY 


Banners Se LL le ee 


‘9Sst 240 Y70E 97 SSBI Aazy 78, worl ‘nenoypog, fe pao ay) worl prodry Jo vajnjpsyy podisutsg ay} fO anjuy pun yanowp 2747/6 ENAWTLIVLS LIVAL Sav 


( penviztog J—7 





a ee 


( xv ) 
L—(Continued.) 


DETAIL of Export of Rice and Paddy t the eeveral Ports or Cowntries, from the Port of 
Dalkousic, from \et May 1855 fo 30tk April 1856. 


2 SSS Se a es 





Name oF Prack | Quantity in Tons. Value. Ramaaxs. 












5h 
United Kingdom 8 
Straits of Malacca 2; 0 8 
Rangoon 6 | 0 O 
Moulmain ... 2; 0 1579 3 4 
Madras 0| 0 45,268 ll 0 





L—(Coneluded.) 


STATEMENT of Tonnage of Vessels cleared out of the Port of Dalhousie, during 1855-56. 








NUMBER or VEssELs. Tonnage. | Raxargs. 
Re. As. P 
101 16,006 0 0 
M. 


ABSTRACT STATEMENT of the Falue of Imports and Exports, to and from Thayet-myo, 
for three years. 


| | | 
Value of | Value of Total Value. 


¥ can! ape aes RemanKe. 







2470,573 |Imports were not submitted to 


70,673 | 
7 overnment daring thin year. 






3 


| 
. | — 
ese | None | 12, 23,950 


91,57, 289 






14,94,971 | 





58,51,812 





Total... ---| 14,94,971 





. Sagi gee, 








( xvi) 


M.—/(Continued.) 


ARSTRACT ST.ATEMENT of Imports at the Custom House of Thayel-myo. from \ 8 Mey 
| 1855 fo 30th April 1856. 















Amount 
ARTICLES Value. of 
| Duty. 

Ra As P. Ra, Aa P, 

Teak Timber ..,... pases SARS ey bees 81923 14 3 15,394 0 0 

Silk and Cotton Piece Goods and Thread —s..... . wee bi eisai 3,75,440 10 7 57,265 9 6 

A ole al oe, a ele ein eee? “ud 59,546 9 9 6,945 10 0 

COR oc ens vangreath ash en bey-mje's s-seip wie ties 70,619 4 6 7,186 14 6 

Sesamum Oil ...... ieehe ap svieda ---+ | $85,172 4 0] 35,516 2 0 

Lacqnered-ware =... nedee WD stunk hiss Gowcle sic’ 46,561 7 0 4,659 6 6 

Hard-wure ....., owewar, "Sea peis iesteer weve 25.743 8 9 2,596 1 3 

Damuier ..,. Sones | dinesecac osweaé acusecises 1,368 9 0 127 15 6 

Stick Tso | ik. neues Feabeae | Bey calst Pe 2.904 6 0 240 6 3 

Tobacco .... we owe ww agrara Seiee As 1 ee 57,615 7 3 5,766 11 $ 

Molanton caus odde ni =e Neruy soe» | 202,944 10 0) 20,366 0 3 

Tea Loaves .. sences fustee soospe £4 AE VN S09 79,915 14 0 7,902 4 6 

Petroleum ose... oats steht reer o., $2,292 0 0 3,285 3 3 

All Articles not included in the above .. Osvece Whee ivan thi | 00 0 31,690 0 2 

-_ as = 

Total Company's Rupeea <a; oases . | 14,971,248 12 7 1,77,980 4 8 
eee 





M.—(Continued.) 


hich 
ABSTRACT STATEMENT of Exports of the Cuetome Louse at Thayet-myo, on wat 
Duty te charged, Jrom the \st May 1855 to 30th April 1856. 








: 
ABTICLBS. ) Value. | mater “h Remanxs, 

Rs, ds PP.) tia. Aw P. 
Bice... aves © sere nee | 281,988 2 4] 29.588 8 9 
Pally  .... apes erected 5.05,913 12 2) 40,877 19 ¢ 
Salt ©.. tere sees eae! 188.588 8 8! 47,709 13 9 In consequence of the destruction of 
Betel-uut.... bees oe teeees 66,509 10 1| 6179 g 0o the Thayet-myo Custom House by fre, 
Ngnpoe oo aes: --. | 778,341 2 6 46,080 3 0} | the valus of these Exports, during tbe 
Dried Fish. 9.00. wee... | 168883 7 9 6,904 9 6) | wanth of March and April, canmot be 
Ce Cs a 27414 0 8 14 6] | given, The amount of Duty collected 
Add amcust of Duty for the month of March 1866] 16.029 4 6) | in thues months is included. 
Add Buty from Jet to 8th April 1856... Fete 5,081 12 
Add Duty from 108k to 50th April 1856... 11,076 18 3) J 


ed Cn 


Total .... wos fiaasaat 8 6 1,97,908 5 9 


| 
| | | 
<7. =. 5 ee Ee Oe ae ae 





zy FEF RT ee IT 
<3: a). ae 


( xvii) 
M.—/Continued,) 
STATEMENT of Principal Articles of Export from Thayet-myo, free of Duty, during \855-56. 





A&gTICcLes. Rivet 








Rupees 


Cotton Piece Goods... 0. 16. 4. ...{ 107.478 | In conrequence af the destruct 
Rilk ditto. ee nee nee ween] 86,468 [Custom Honse hy fire, the at.d atid he Thayet-mayo ve 


Woollen Shawls ww. wack teen ee 14.008 | themooths of March 
Rusia. cov sc. “eu ee 73,918 of larch and April, cannot be given, 
Total ..... abe sine at 2 Sad 





ABSTRACT STATEMENT of the Value of Imports and Exports to and from Towageo for 
three yeaie. 
















Value of Im- 
ports. 


Value of Ex- 
porta, 







Total Value. 


Tears, Rewarnas 


Rupees Rupees 










Rupees 








Nove. 
3,564,034 5,61,987 
2,41,730 4,05,601 


None. 
1,97,968 
1,638,871 


1883-56 
1834-35 ee oe se ee @e @e 


Nove. . 













1855-58 ee ee ir) 2e eene 





5,965,764 9,57,688 












8,861,624 








N,.—(Continued.) 


ABSTRACT STATEMENT of Imports at the Custom House of Toumgoo, during the _ 
year 1855-56. 





ARTICLES. Value. , Amount of Duty. Remaags, 
| | 


-—— —— 














Re. As. P. Re. As. P. 

Teak Timber... 99 18 6 47 3 
wal and — Pieose Goods and Threed «. 4,377 12 0 437 12 4 
Cutch sete 8k enuTeras 1345 @ 9 1148 4 
Sena mum Oil rey cf BORER 6.281 14 0 623 3 1 
i ag Ware vaceceeee a 816 12 § 81 10 10 
tae''..:... Fe eeageanl 695 4 0 69 1 8 
Totegop a. peeaes 3831 3 6 493 111 
Molames .,.. thd oa 3,876 2 0 387 $30 | 
Hani Ware ... Pere eal 1,270 19 2 127 1 3° 
Pealesves.es, sac ee +p 1,844 10 6 1nd 7 6 
Ferolecninc....  _ 0.22. Mee CBee 99 9 0 915 3 | 
Suadries (oF al! Articles not incladed abowe) 12638 7 11 1,263 18 & | 
Tutal: =a | 35,8i7 6 9 3,586 12 0 





Beis. <* 








pt 
( xvii) 
N.-—(Continned. ) 
STATEMENT of Principal Articles of Export from Toungoo, fea of Duty durieg 3855 58 


IT a 














ARTICLES, ills: Rewanas, 
Kupeca 
(‘uttan Piece Cinna wien aisc4r0 en 96.103 
Woollen Shawls .... mg Pies es 1.4124 
Silk Piece Goods Ge oe 
Betel-out Live ass slates Fo cp 03.799 | 
N gapec ened sees sees hess ¥, 400 
Salt .... Kien > tr we | 1,892 | 
ltsied Fieb ‘ree ry vaee wd 11,9386 | 
1 
Sundries ee. eee ee sé ee 15,523 
W Ota) fvasboy uae ong . 1,832,500 | 
i === 
N.— (Continued, ) 


ARSTRACT STATEMENT of Exports at the Custom House of Tou 
year 1855.56. 


Rgoo, during the 









ARTICLES, 
| Amdynt. Rem aRngs. 
Se) Sentient sees gy = 
Rs. Ag, P. Ra, An P 
ae. | 48 41 4,782 19 0 | 
Betel-nut .. mf ee 1 ; 16,484 4 9 1,648 @ 9 
Reape. “- mn 0 15,290 
, 4 0 1629 oO 4 
' 
Dried Fish .. =y: as = = | 
20,490 0 0 2,048 15 1) 


Total .. “re " 93,727 18 g 


a 
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REPORT ow tire CITY or RANGOON. 


Us the Uth April 1852, Rangoon was wrested, from the Burmese, by the Forces under 
Major General Golwin, On their taking possession of that city, which hal eo often beey 
the Scene of suffering and hunuliation to their fellow-countrymen, they found it vot unly 
deserted, not even merely defaced, but utterly destroyed and obliterated, The Burmeae 
Governor, on the commencement of hostilities, had iysued an order, thet the entire town alone 
the banks of the river should be awept away, and the population removed within the stockade 
aurromuling the Showay Dagon Pazoda. Well and zealously did his myrmidons, to whom 
devastation and plunder were congenial, fulfil the fiat of their Chief. The crow-bar nnd are. 
in legs than a weck, reduced to one inass of common ruia the brick walla of the wealthy iner. 
chant, the teak posta on which atood the house of the thriving teadesman, and the bamboo hut of 
the artisin. The Kyoungs or Monasteries were not even, in many cases, respected, and their 
ninssive timbers, side by side, with those taken from the hubitations of the laity, were worked 
uito the sl-ckades, which lined the banks of the river, and frowned an arrogant but impotent, 
defianeo on the invading foreigncra. Fire completed the work, which the implements of 
destruction were unable to finish, and left not but desolution, the most entire and complete, 
to greet the eyes of the astonished conquerors. 





2. The character of the English. for clemency and justice, being well knows to the bady 
of the people, they gained confidence in a few days to enter the camp of the invaders, and 
returi to the scarecly descernible sites of their former «dwellings. Emigrants also, from 
Moulmein, aud subsecyuently from Judia, flocked in to share tho profitable avocatious, for 
which the presence of a large army afforded scope. Every one eqnatted where his fancy 
dictated, without regard to regularity or order, and a squalid mass of huts, regardless of strects 
aud without drainage, rose like an exhalation from the ruins of the old town. 


3. On the establishment of Civil Government, in December 1552, 1 Proclamation was 
issued, warning all, that the Government claimed the whole of the town lands, inasmuch as they 
beluuged to the State under the Burmese Rule, and conscqueutly to the British Government 
bs right of conquest. It was then determined) fur the first time in India, to lay out a town 
un scivutifie principles; to make houses fitlow lines of proviously determined roads; to 
ensure an efficient aud effectual dravtage; and to show that filth and futid oduure are not 
insepurable component parts of an Lastern town. I¢ was decided to make the streets 40 wide, 

and the supply of water so plentiful and diffused, that although, in » country where the chief 

2 building materials are timber, vamboos, leaves, end grass, complete prutection from fire ign t to 

He hoped for: at least, for the future, Rangoou should be safe frum those devastating aud general 
cuntlagrations, from which, in times past. it had eo often and So terribly suifered. 


4. The plan of the new city, which has, with but slight moditications, been caerid int’ 
execution, may briefty be described a8 f.llows :— 


The site of the old city was, for obvious reasons, retained for the new. 


It has a river frontage of 3,900 yards, with an average depth of 7u0. 


800 feet, by streets 10J fe-t wide, iutersecting each 
by one rvad 50 feet, and two on 


It is divided into squares of 860 X } 
otherat raht angles. Each aquare is gub-livided into 5 blocks, 
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either site of 30 Svat in width, icaving in each square & blocks for buildiugs, S00 by 115 feet. 
Fack square contains -—— 


12 First Class Lots, eaeh 14,500 Syuare Feet, 

2t) Second ditto ditto 6,0U0 ditto. 

48 Third ditto ditto 2,000 litto. 
Fourth ditty ditt i G00 ditte. 

$0 Fitth = ditte ditto 1.200 ditto. 


172) Total. 


There will be, when completed, 25 of these squares, giviug 4,300 lots. 


The 100 feet wide etrects are named. 


The SJ ande@v-fuct wide etrects are numbered from West to East, and fach square desig- 


nated by a letter of Bhe “alphabet, Logulities are thus rendered casy of attainment, and a 
stranger nevd not be 80 for long. 


For the double purpose of obtaining mater‘als for tho roads, and for a supply of o water 
- .« 2a ° ° * ° 
fur oe ip he the city is strrounded bv asuries of rectanzular reservoics, the 
Wi 


water in which applied to water the streets, aud otherwise as may be found most 
desirable. 


% Tho Plan, like'most others, though it louked simple and easy of accomplishment on 
paper, hag beeu attended with many difliculties ia cxeention The chief of these have been 
the low leved of the site. The whole of the Westernmost> art, tosether witha large swamp 
at the back of the middle and Eastern portions, were below the level of high water, and 
consequently inundated continually, and in the rains, to a ¢gnsiderable depth, as much a8 4 
and 5 fect in many places. Tho firat thing done was to run embankment along the river- 
face, torming the strand road, and by ihe construction of sluiee-drains at inférvals under this, to 
utlow the escape of rain water at low tide, while the intlex of the river at high water was 
barred. ‘Phe next was to fill up tho swamps at the back of the town. This hag been a work 
ef vast labor and expense. It was ausslutely indispeusable, not only to the censtruction ofthe 


mty, but to - of the inkabitants, that malaria ecnerating marshes and receptacles of 
every kind of lth and rubbish should no lunger be allowed to exist, 


G. The above description refers to the city proper; but while this has been cared for, the 
suburbs have been by no means neglected. About 2 miles to tho East wae a misemble 
collection of squntid huts, known us Puzoondoune, situated on the banks of a large creek of the 
FAME Name, und in a low marshy soil. Inthe N orth-west, at about the same distance, lay the 
pretty village of Kemmenitine, celebrated during the first war for its Gallant defence by the 
26th Madras Native luiantey, under Major Yates. On our second visit, we found it no loner 
fortified, but nestling peacefully under the shado of ita various fruit trees, adorned with 


yuirdens, And bearing much the game relationship to Puzoundoung that Fulham does to 
Wapping. 


7. The space between Rangoon and Puzoondoung isn swatnp conailerably below high 
water level; the old Burman mad to it Was circuitous and fur acarly half a mile carried over 8 
wooden causeway, dangerous anil insecure in the extreme, pnssable only by foot passengers OF 
by equcstrians with Great mek. This has been remedied by Fanning a causeway 6 fret high 


and 50 fect wile across the Swamp, and it is intended to la y out this auburb eventually as lias 
already been done with Kemmendino. 


< 
“a 
Re 
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) Se 4 eee —— 





J 0: ry SRS 6 ee a) Son ere, eee a, | 


=. 


( xxix ) 


8, Between Rangoon and Keismendine, the bank of the river js low, but about a quarter 
of a mile iuland rises as & alope, which, partly by nature and partly by the ad of map, is 
clothed with a luxuriant forest of those fruit and flower-beariug trees in which Burmab is 
richer than alinost any country inthe world. Along the foot of this Slope has been carried 
a uew carriage road 80 fect iw width, cennecting Rangoon with its picturesgue auburb. Its 
Side las been parcelled out into 8 and 1G acre tote, wich the hand of tante is rapidly con- 
verting from # wild jungle into park-like grounda and villa gardens, in which lay embedded 
handsome and substantial houses, the garden residences of the Civil Otficers of Galomiractt 
aod the Merebauts of Rangvon. 


9, The village itself has been marked off and divided into small lots 2n the same geueral 
plan as the city, though sold at greatly reduced prices, or let at low wonthly rents, to mect 
the requirements of the pvorer classes. 


10. Ou the North-east of the city, and at the distance of 14 miles, is the Great Lake, 
an ornamental piece of water, about 5 miles in circumference. This waa formerly unapproach- 
able during tho monsoon, from the lowncss of the surrounding country ; a goud carcingo road 
now connects it with the eity, and the inhabitanta have, at all seasons, easy access toit ; and the 
park and pleasure grounds, which the taste and liberality of Lord Dalhousie have decided, shall 
encircle ita wooded and beautifully indented shores. A masonry viam now remwulates the 
efiux of its waters, and when the park shall have been laid out ns already designed, this 
lovely gem will at last be appropriately eet. 


11. The greater portion of the bank of the river between Pugoondouog and K.inmendine, 
exclusive of the frontage of the city, haa been divided into lota and sold for ship-building 
purposes, timber yards, and for the storing of produce. Already the mangrove and rank 
vegetation which hitherto fringed the stream are beginning to disappear and give place to the 
steam saw-mill and granary. So soon as the timber trade iz open, stock and building-sheds 
will foliuw, and the sounds of the ase and of the eaw-mill complete the metamorphusia of tho 
once silent shure. 


12. Dallah. on the South or right bank of tho river, and unmediately opposite to Ran- 
Routt, 18 still andes eleped ; 30 much has to be done on this side, that she must wait, for the 
present, gatistied, that when all the favorable sites oprosite to her bave becn apprupriuted, her 
turn js sure to come. Still she is not catirly deserted, the Dock Yard is fast progreasiug, aud 
Cual-sheds and Patent-slip, Boiler-sheds, and many other buildings, which it 1s not within my 
previltce to enlarge upon, foreshadows its greatness in the future. 


'3.. The Timber and Produce Yards lyiug Eastward of the city, and the snail euburb of 
Butalung, all situated in a low marshy goil, are being united with it by a causeway similar 
to that which already e»nnects that city with Puzoondoung. Botatong (as is already tho 
case with Kemmendine) will, in ita turn, be laid out and parcelled of ito building lota. 


(4. The principal Publie Works which have been constructed in the city and suburbs 
are 24 miles of roads and ytreeta, varying in wilth trom 100 to 30 feet, the Strand causoway 
aflurding a promenade extirel: open to tho river slong the whole face of the City. 


Bridges of timber sluices drain the canal from which the matenal for raising the evsda 
has been obtained. ' 


A wharf, at the end of Godwin’a Street, for Military aud Commissanat purposes, one at 
the Custom House, which is now being considerably extended, being carried out into the 
stream, ao as to admit of vessels drawing '8 feet of water lying alongside at any time of the 
tide, and to have a frontage to the river of 200 feet. These are constructed of massive tcak 
Piles, ell braced and strutted, and roofed over, so a8 to afford a dry landing and shelter to 
erwngers and gooda at all seasons of the year. Other wharves wil} be erected, as the 


AereAsiny importance of the city may require. 


h 








Caton ae) 


A jail, capable of containing 500 prisoners, with hospital, cook-rooms, jailor's house, and 
offiees, guard and dead-hous:s, have been completed. [Tt is already aurrounded on. three 
sides by a wall 22 feet high, aud on the fourth side by a strong and lofty batmboo palisade. 
The area to be enclosed by the wall, wheu complete, ia 6,88,000 aquare fvet. 


A svhovwl-house, for the accommodation of the master and 100 pupila has been constructed. 
A residence for the Magistrate. 
A residence and office for the Superintendent, Electric Telegraph. 


A residenee and ollice for the Master Attendant. 


A tank containing water for use in the event of fire, 70 feet ia length by 15 in’ width 
atid 10 feet deep, 


A larue tank, 400 hy 200 feet, is being constructed for the supply of water to the 
shippins. 


Wells have been cleared out and bricled wp. te ensure a plentiful supply of water, besides 
other works of minor importance unuecessary here to enumerate. 


15. Great difficulties have required to be avereome in all these works :—firat, the 
difficulty of procuring lahor; seca, from the scarcity of material ; (ird, from the nev essityfor 
the almuat entire suspension of work during five months of every year, caused by the heavy and 
continuous rains of the Suuth-West Monsoon. Similar obstacles have likewise retarded the 
enterprise of private individuals, and the latter moreover have had their progress matenally 
checked and retarded hy the serious fre in November 18535, which destroyed the best built 
portion of the city and property to the value of five lakhs of Rupees ; uevertheless, in epite of 
all, thoxe who only knew Rangoon as it was, and now fur the first time see it as it 16, are 
struck with astonishment. Brick pathways have been changed into metalled roads, narrow 
anil nvisome alleys into broad and airy streets, bamboo huts into teak houses. A few irregular 
pucka godowns are replaced by rows of handsome brick shops and ware-houses. The river 
frontage no longer presents a back view of aqualid hovels, tottering on a foundation of fetid 
mud, but a clear strand, wholly open on the river side and on the land side lined by puccs 
houses, amangset which the neble offices ef Messrs, Gladstone. Wrylic and Co. and Crisp and 
Cu., which though vieing, as they do, with edifiecs of a similar nature in the Metropolis of 
India, are yet but the shadows that foretell the progress of the future. Already, the river 
qeems with ships bearing the colera of all nations; the banks are lined by a dense crowd of 
hosts plying between the shore ond the shipping, conveying to them the produce not only 
of Pegu, but load, cuteh, petroleurn, and timber rom Ava and Amevrapoora, and receiving back 
tea, silk, crockery, and apices frum China aud the Straits; wine, spirits, tobacco from ludia ; 
and the produce of the looms snd factories of the mother country, Hack carriages are 
rikiuine sn ecores through the city, whith, two years aga, eyuld not be traveraed by a bullock 
eart. Elegant carriages may now be seen of an eveuing gliding slowly along, where a few 
months ago it waa dangerous to attempt to ride a pony. 


1G. The triumph of civilization over barbarism is complete. Everywhere progress meets 
the eye ; everywhere are signs unmistakeable, that the public works of Rangoon, vast abd expeD- 
sive as they have of necessity been, have uut been recklessly or extravagantly planned ; but 
that they have, witha wise forethought, been devised upon a scale commensurate with tbe 


importance sad dignity to which Rangoon is destined to rise amovg the great Cummercial 
Emporia of our Indian Empire. 


(Sigued) HENRY P. KEIGHLY, Captain, 


Executive Officer for the laying out of the Town of Bangoor- 
Raxaoox, 


The BO!h Auguat 1856.4 
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